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The Object's Discourse
Talia Tokatly. A Decade

Preface

TaliaTokatly’s hand seen in the photo is the very hand that has scratched the photo's surface
in a violent move, plundered its composition with a few white paint brush strokes, thus
transforming itinto an abstract painting. This small size work crystallizes the formal language
of the artist as well as the extent of her artistic creativity. The photographed-photographing-
scratching-painting hand, is an artistic portrait reminiscent of similar representations in art
history, such as the hand and face photomontage of the Russian artist El Lissitzky, or the
hand/s of the Dutch artist M.C. Escher drawing with a pencil. This photo therefore propels
the artist beyond her personal perspective into the larger context of the international art

scene.

Tokatly, who has also been teaching at Bezalel art and design academy, is an outstanding and
versatile ceramic artist, whose work was shown in numerous exhibitions. Her art combines
sculpture, painting, and installation. The current exhibition focuses on the work of the last
decade and beyond, a period which the artist deemed particularly fertile.

The exhibition's title, The Object’s Discourse, draws on the aesthetics of Tokatly’s art: the
narrative of the works and their materiality. From the very first glance at these works, it
is evident that the artist breaks asunder traditional materials and gestures of the ceramic
medium, her Aima matter. She paints, sculpts, and even sews in clay, all the while altering
its material characteristics, in a continuous process that recalls similar artistic approaches,
particularly that of the American artist Jeff Koons. Moreover, Tokatly is very much at ease
in other media as well: she photographs, draws, paints, and assembles objets trouvés. The
outcome strips all objects of their functional elements, rendering them sheer works of art.

Tokatly’s work is daring in form, in the vein of her artistic credo and her perception of all
art media, ceramics included. She uses a wide range of materials: porcelain - the most



"aristocratic" and enduring ceramic — along perishable materials such as cotton, paper, pins,
masking tape, embroidery threads, and thumbtacks. Every so often, the artist uses recasts
of original objects with a view to reproducing them as single exemplars, or as a series of
replicas. By altering the identity, gender, and shape of the original objects, and above all by
"disfiguring” them in the casting process, they become new and unique works of art. Despite
the "defects" inflicted on the final complex identity of the object, the punctilious outcome
reflects an unwavering professional discipline and reveals Tokatly's total commitment to
the creative process. In other instances, the artist creates works whose time span lasts only
as long as their exhibition - threads embroidered on the exhibition's walls or objects glued
onto them - and are bound to crack and break when dismounted.

Some of the works are cast from objects originating in Tokatly's childhood home: delicate
porcelain figurines, paintings, napkins and embroideries made by the artist’s grandmother
whom the artist had never known. Through these artifacts Tokatly attempts to reveal the
foundations of her twofold identity - woman and artist. All the while, the works speak about
imaginary memory and its configuration, about intimacy and remoteness, about commonly
accepted gender perceptions and their rejection, about women's traditional roles and the
wish to disengage from them.

The "speaking" objects — statuettes of a child, a dancer, a doe, butterflies, purses, and
many more - shaped into beautiful, elegant, tiny and fragile forms, in soft pastel coloring
- create an escape venue within Israeli reality, which contrary to the harsh Israeli light, does
not dazzle the eye. However, the titles of the works — Doe and "Dwarf", Blood-Butterflies
Squadron, Climbing the Everest, My Whore - belies the sweet and romanticillusion yielded
by a fleeting glance. Thus, the work of art expresses a different reality streaked by violent,
harsh and anguished undertones. The outcome is the distressed discourse of the "afflicted"
object. This reality is further augmented by the narrative of the work: the absence of the
body which no longer fills out the clothes, the shriveled pomegranates, with their withered
and wrinkled skin manifesting the burden of their slow decay.

But there is more. A close look at the works also unravels Tokatly's creative process and
her artistic deliberations. More than once the untied threads stick out; the objects lack
the flawless, industrial finish, displaying distinctive blemishes that are by products of the
casting process.



The flimsy, elusive reality that the artist constructs subsists essentially in an associative
context. With a delicate hand and an observant eye, Tokatly intertwines into her work
idiosyncratic, magical yarns that invite the beholder to submerge in them and decipher
their enigmatic nature. However, the artist’s work also discourses with international, post-
modern art, and its various movements and trends.

The art of Tokatly is widely innovative and contemporary. It combines the "high" art of
painting, sculpture, mixed media, or installations, with the "low" art of porcelain statuettes,
the expressionistic "male" oriented abstract painting and the female skills of sewing. Her
work — which is engaged in tense discourse between matter and narrative, the artistic and
the technical, the original and its reproduction, the occult and the visible — interweaves in
virtuosic manner the female with the human, the private with the general, the past with the
present.

I would like to thank the Open University for its generous supportin mounting this exhibition;
Special thanks are due to everyone who helped see this exhibition through.

Mati Meyer






