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Abstract

This study examines whether learning in web-based learning environment
(WBLE) brings about changes in students' epistemological perceptions and in
their insights and preferences towards WBLE. It is based on the assumptions
that epistemological perceptions are core beliefs influencing and influenced
by the learning context, and that people's preferences of their learning context
affect their perceptions and their learning processes.

The study addressed 42 undergraduate students studying instructional
technologies and examined their perceptions by using closed and open
questionnaires at the beginning and the end of the first academic year, and
also at the end of the second year. The study combines quantitative and
qualitative findings.

The results indicate that after experiencing WBLE changes occurred in the
students' epistemological perceptions in all dimensions, expressing a move
from naive epistemological perceptions towards more sophisticated ones.
Towards the end of first year students perceive learning in WBLE as
resources offering enrichment and deeper personal knowledge. Peers are
viewed as alternative experts and their interactions are believed to create
personal and shared knowledge involving critical evaluation of the
knowledge and its sources. The findings also show that the Relevance
attribute of the WBLE was the only one for which a significant change was
found.

Keywords: Epistemological perceptions, web-based learning environment,
relevance, ease of use, cognitive apprenticeship.
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