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Abstract

A model which integrates an online game unit with an interactive learning
unit, aiming to create a positive experience of learning social practices,
values and norms was investigated. This model sets the design principles of
"Al-Hagova" websites in http:/kids.gov.il/, founded by Direct-Gov and
Snunit center for the advancement of web-based learning.

While in a previous study (Broza & Barzily, 2011), the effectiveness of the
model for formal learning in school was investigated, the focus of the current
study is free-choice learning after school hours.

The effectiveness of the model was explored in a pilot by collecting data
from 130 kids aged 8-14 through an online questionnaire, interviews, and one
month site data as provided by Google Analytics.

Findings reveal that kids play the games as well as enter the interactive
learning units after school hours, supporting the hypothesis that the desire to
win the game creates motivation to enter learning units. Although children
identified the units as educational, they reported enjoying playing the game
as well as the interactive learning unit, and they saw the benefit of combining
learning with fun. Evidence for assimilation of social practices leads us to
conclude that the model can combine free-choice learning with enjoyment.

Keywords: Educational games, microworlds, Informal learning, Free-choice
learning, Game-based learning.
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