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Abstract

The study aimed to identify the challenges of adoption of instructional
technologies by Design teachers. The study is based on structured interviews
with 15 lecturers from the three major Schools of Design in Israel: Bezalel,
Shenkar and HIT. During the interview lecturers described their personal use
of ICT and their teaching methods and expressed their attitudes toward web-
based instruction and toward the use of LMS systems.

In addition to the common difficulties shared by faculty in all subject
domains, the findings reveal special needs, typical to design teachers,
regarding two aspects: technological and pedagogical. The major claims
expressed by Design teachers are that the LMS systems used by the
institutions do not meet the special needs of Design teaching in terms of:
compatibility with MAC operating systems, ability to manage large files and
interface design. It seems that Design teacher regard LMS systems as purely
“administrative tools” and do not realize their potential and possible
contribution for teaching and learning. Some of the teachers even claimed
that the use of these systems may alienate students and may harm their direct
interaction with students.
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