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Abstract

This paper described the effect of embedded forum on perceptions of medical
teachers participated in faculty development program (PISGA) taking place
in the faculty of medicine at the Technion, Haifa.

In contrast to previous programs, in which the course's site serves as a tool
for uploading materials only, in 2010-11's program we decided to add an
asynchronous forum to enhance high cognitive learning skills and social
competence. Structured questionnaires and opened questions were used as the
research tools. The participants fulfilled the questionnaires before stating
PISGA, during it (after each forum) and while completed it. In this research
we focused on three out of five asynchronous forums taking place. We used
qualitative analysis to reflect students' perceptions. Most of the participants
found the forum as an efficient tool to enhance high level learning skills
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which in addition contributed to collaborative learning, However as long as
the program proceed the more their criticism concerning the time consuming
resources increased. In addition they thought that forum could not replace
face—to-face encounter. Embedding forum in faculty development program of
medical-teacher could serve as a first significant step trying to assimilating
technological tools in learning and teaching medicine.

Keywords: Faculty development, Asynchronous forum, medical teacher's
perceptions, Technological learning's perceptions
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