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Abstract

Students today are portrayed in literature as enthusiastic and frequent users of
Information and Communication Technologies (ICT). Some argue that this
generation of students’ daily use of the Internet has led to marked differences
in their thinking strategies and preferred learning style, compared with
students of previous generations. This research took place in a school that
formally integrates the use of the internet for learning purposes into its
curriculum, in order to uncover students’ and teachers’ perceptions about the
Internet and its role in students' lives. The method used in this study is based
on Inbar’s (1997), analyzing metaphors and similes regarding the words
"Internet" and "Internet and the student". The findings present a more
complex picture of students’ attitudes towards the Internet than is usually
shown in the literature. While they consider it a very important and helpful
tool, they are also aware of the possible pitfalls and dangers of using this tool,
and emphasize the need for doing so wisely. These findings raise hope for
establishing a productive student-Internet partnership in learning and raise
additional issues regarding Internet use in schools.
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