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Abstract

High-school students use information and communication technologies (ICT)
at high levels. Many studies have demonstrated the negative effect of non
academical usage of ICT (NA-ICT) on educational outcomes among students.
This study asks, for the first time, how the relationship between NA-ICT and
academic achievements is subjectively perceived by the students. For the
purposes of this study, A questionnaire was administered to 533 9-10th grade
pupils where they reported their ICT usage frequency and length as well as
their their grade point average (GPA). The students were also asked to relate
about the outcome of adding to or reducing the NA-ICT sessions on their GPA.
The results show that long NA-ICT periods are associated with lower GPA, as
shown by an ordinal logistic regression analysis. 76% of the students agreed
that NA-ICT usage has a negative effect on GPA. The reduction in NA-ICT
activities was perceived as beneficial to GPA mainly by average academically
achieving pupils group as compared to the good or poor ones. Increment NA-
ICT was perceived as having a negative GPA effect by all students except by
the poor academically achieving group. Our finding that students perceive NA-
ICT as a negative factor should alert the system and highlights the need for
developing intervention programs for pupils concerning ICT usage and time
management.
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