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Abstract

Digital games become a common hobby and violent content functions as a
factor attracting gamers. Research literature regarding violent digital games
presents two theoretical approaches that lead to contradictory conclusions.
According to the General Aggression Model - GAM (Anderson & Bushman,
2002), violent digital games increase violent behavior and arouse negative
inclinations of the players. In contrast, the Catharsis Theory (Ferguson et al.,
2010) emphasizes the positive effect of online games - purgation of negative
emotions, which reduces offline violent behavior. The purpose of this study
is to examine the effect of violent games on online behavior of players: both
the positive effect, such as increasing the sense of belonging to a game group,
and the negative consequence, such as compulsive game playing. These
effects could be an effect of the player's traits (players with high versus low
baseline of aggression) as well as a game's characteristics such as a game
strategy (cooperative game versus competitive game). Two hundred
seventeen Israeli gamers aged 18+ completed a self-report online
questionnaire distributed via social network "Facebook" during May-July
2013. The findings show that the sense of belonging to a game group was
higher among more aggressive players and in cooperative compared to
competitive game strategy. However, compulsive game playing was a result
of participant aggression baseline only, regardless of the game strategy.

Keywords: Violent digital games, cooperative and competitive game
strategy, aggression baseline, General Aggression Model — GAM, Catharsis
Theory.
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DNNMINN DY DMIOND DMOVITN DIPNYNT NYIVN NN )INIY NN SNONN
DYPNYNI YIDOYW YW NPIAPNT MOOUNN IR D :DIPNYN DY TNP07
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MY o= .86 ,0¥95 o = .85 , 71N NNIPIND DIV o =.76 ,119N

091 0NNYN

Group) N¥IAPA TINIYN MIYVINOPN DD 7Y NPT PHYNN NPNPY MINHYNN NYINN
(M) MDD NN NI NORWN ONINA (Self Categorization Scale; Lea et al., 2001
ONONN PPN a = .94-) (Caspi & Blau, 2008) o1 9pnna a= 91

IA Questionnaire; Blau,) D)70N2 YN»90N YIDWN )ORY MY DT PRVNI YINIWN N1PNID
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[1I"TI NIXRXIN
.(Univariate ANOVA) MM >Min® S N37T0 NYNIA 9PNN0ND mAaywn np>1ad

nyunn :n!l:l..'l'! ND"AYA NN NdYYN

GNNYNN DY N9 MNOPIN NT PMIIND 2NNOY) PRVNN NMIVIVON DY NYIVNN NP>Taa
DOYN dNMY PRYN DXPNWNN NDN D N8N PRWNN NXIAPD MODMNYN DY (MO /7 NMI))
:DWNIIN) SMIND PNYN DXPRVNN NONRD IRNYNL PRVNN NXIAPS INY DM MODONYN
DY 1PN NNOPIND NN DY PN VPOIRN L(F(1,215)=16.58, p=.000, 3.51 nNMy> 4.28
.DOPN2IN INKNI XD DNNVNN NIV P2 NINPRIVIND VPONY GNNVNN

MOONVYN DY GNNYNN DY 9155 HNOPIN N PHYNN NMHIVIVON DY NYAWNN NP>T1a
NXIAPY NP NN MIMNYN DOYN NNV PNYN DIPNYNN NN 2D NNNI PHYNHN NXIAPY
F(1,215)=18.56, 3.50 nmy> 4.31 : ©y$1MN) XNINN PRVN DXPNYNRN NINRD NXNYNI PHVNN
NP NN MIPNYN OIWN NMIAX TP NNIPIN NTIH OHYA DIVIN D RN 12 1D .(p=.000,
,3.68 NNYD 4.13 : DOYNNIN) NI PN NNPIN NN OHYAS INNVYNL PHYNN NXAPD

P2 KRNI KD DOINWNN NIV P MNPRIVIND VPN .(F(1,215)=5.87, p=.016

NXIAPY MOONYN DY GNNUNN DY OYIN NTMI PRVNN NMIVIVOR DY NYOWNN NP>Ta1a
PRYNN NXAPY NP DM MDDV DOVN YNNY PRYN DIPNWNN NIN YD NN PRYND
AF(1,215)=17.01, p=.000 3.51 NMYY 4.29 : ©XYXINN) XMINN PRYN DIPNVNN NIND RNV
NNNVNA PRYNRN NXIAPY TN NI MDPNYN DXWN NN DY NN DY DIVIN 7D RN T
VPAN TN L(F(1,215)=4.48, p=.035, 3.70 NNwY 4.10 :OYHNN) NN OYI NNI HOHYao

PN KY¥ND) ND DINWNN NIV P TDXPRIVIND

MY N PHVYHNN SV dNIINN IWPNN N7AN DINWNRN MY HY NaMWNN Nyawnn Np>Taa
DYWN PNV PRYN DPNRWNN NN D NY¥N) PhVNN N¥IAPY MO»NYN Sy qnnwnn Hv
DYNIND) OXMIND PAVYH DPAYNN NI NRNYNL PAYHRN NXAPY NP DM MOPNYN
DOWN MY MMY N7 XYY DIWIN ¥ N8N 12 D L(F(1,215)=19.05, p=.000 ,3.49 Ny 4.31
3.3¢ :DOYSINN) NI MMY NNI I9¥A5 INNYNL PRYNN NXIIAPY INY NMA MO»PNYN

P2 RN KD DNNWNN NIY P TPEPRIVIND VPON .(F(1,215)=5.96, p=.015 ,2.58 nmy>

,PNYNT NMIVIVORN N NYOVIN PNYNN NXIAPO MDY ,IPNNN NIYYND DRNNA D 1IN
PRYN DOPNWNRN NYRND NP NMY NXIAPD MOPNVN IWN XNV PRYNI DXPNYNN TUND
Y OLYA NPHN DPTHA THPVINTT NN NXRNDN DI IWR TP NNIPIND VI 1D 1D OMINN
NYIAPY ANV NI MOAYN VN PAYNNN INY ININ NN PNDY NPOI0IN NNPINND

121900 NMNAPIND NN IOYIAT NRNYNA ONIPNYN

002 DY .DN)PNYN NNNID NPIAPN NN NPND MIVY PRVNN N0 DY NINOYD 25 1D ON NN
9 DY INTPY MIVIVON PTYND DIION DMOVINT DIPNYN NPNYY NPDNND JN DINRSNNN
YY1 DNPNYY DXTNRDN DIRXNNN L) 1N .PNYNN NXIAPY 1N DIINY YIND NN DY NPMINN
DYPON DPNAYNN NI NPDDI NMNIPIN OYAN NP ONIN DM MO0 NNIPIN

PNYNN NXIAPY AN DIOY DIV

7NYN YIin'ya NIMUOD N ndwa

SY VAN MNAPINA NN OMINDINNY) PNRYNN MMVIVON YV NYavnn nPr712
»Hya DOPNY 2D KN PRYNI vHidvwin NPN»ad NONN MNYNRN DY (NDNI/NMI)) 9nnNYNN
YHya DNV NOND IRNYN INY THPNMAD NIINA PHYNN DN DXPNYN 1M DO DNOPIN
SW PPN VPIND (F(1,215)=8.41, p=.004 ,2.73 Nmy5 3.18 : DOYNIND) NI DOV ANAPIN
.DYPN210 INSNI) NI DINYNN MY P2 MPNPRIVIIND VPIN) PNYNN NMHVIVON
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SY) ANNYNN YV 559159100 MNOPINN NI PNYNN NMHIVIVON DY NOMWNN NYIYNN NP> TID
N2 DXPNYN TNTPY MMIVIVONI DXPNYNT NIN OO N8N PRYNI VINOWN NPN»ID
NAWY  3.14 :DYNINK) TPMIND MIVIVONRI DXPNYNN NIND IRNVYNL NP HIN»ID
DOPNYN NMI) THPDIDN MIOPIN OY2 DNPNY D RN 1D D (F(1,215)=4.51, p=.035 ,2.82
: DOYNIND) DI DI NNIPIN DY DNY NOND NIRNYNA INY PN NN PRWND NN
NND) XD DOINWNN MY PR TPIPRIVIND VPN (F(1,215)=23.66, p=.000, 2.61 NOwY 3.35

.pNaMm

VIDUN NPNMID DY GRNYNN DY O¥IN NN PRYNN NMVIVON DY NYsvnn Np>T7aa
INY PN NNNI PHYNN NN DOPNYN NMAY DYD NNI OOYa DIPNY D RN PnvNl
F(1,215)=14.84, 2.67 nmy> 3.26 :DyXINN) NN OYd NN OHYa DNY NIND INNWYNI
NY P TPSPRIVIND VPANY PRYNN DV ONIINN IWPNN DV PN VPIRD .(p=.000

.DYPNIN INNN) XD OINUNN

VIDUN NPNMAD DY GRNVNN DY HINYN NN PRVNN NMVIVON YW NYAVYNN NP>T1a
DNNYNL TN 7PN NN DXPAVN TPHMY MIVIVONRI DXPNYNT NN 7D RN PHRYNI
M ,(F(1,215)=4.54, p=.034 ,2.80 NDIYY 3.12 : DOYXNN) NIMINN NNHVIVONI DOPNYNN NINY
INNYNL TN PN NN PHYNRN DX DPNAYA NN MM NN OHYI DIPNY ¥ XN )
9T (F(1,215)=25.38, p=.000,2.58 NMYY 3.34 : DOYNINNI) NI MMY NN OYa ONY NYND

PN NN XY DNNWNRN MW P TPSPRIVIND OPIN .(7=.11) PIN 1N VPOND

P PNRYNN NPNHVIVONND NYIVIN PRYNI VIDIWN NPNMAD APNNND NIYYND TN D IPNXI
INND) DYNMY DIPNYN NN DIIPNA,YINN J9IND .MMY DY NP NNOPIN DY DTN
,7IYUND ORNN2 ,)D 1N .OYMIND DXPAYNN AN NMA) VIDOWN NPNMAY NP
TDY02N NNIPIND NNI OHYA IWNRD NPDX0IN NNIPIND MND DI S NIOWN ININ DINRNNDNN
DN IR .12 NNIPIND NN YD NNNYI TN NN NN PRYRN NN IPHY D)
-DYIUN DMOVINT DOPNWN DY THIDOVN NIOWNN DY NYIDN NYIVN JPNYN DY Y9IND 1D D
N DNPNYN INY THPNMAD NN PAYARN NN IPNY MAPIND NNTPIN NMVI Yoyl DIPNY

PRYNN NHVIVOND WP ROD 2170 NNT, 0NN

N2 HOMINNN PAVNN 29 DY PNIM ¥ SNTPYN PRYND 1D PIOND 1N DIRNNDNN 11 ,010H
I2Y TNYNA P 12T .DNPNYN 1772 PHYNRN NXIAPY MDONYNN NYIND NI2IND NYPY
MILIVONI PNYN NXIAPY NPTN MODONYN YIND DINMINN XDV NN NODIDI NNIPIN YOya
ONPNYY 1097 N1 NNIPIN OHYIY YN PR D OXTNIDN DIRNNND LJD MO .1PMINN
VIDY D210 IN YIIND PTY DM DD NNOPIN DY DIPNYY  NNT NNDIYY .DMN»ID
DXPNYNI INTHYI D) PNMAD YYD OIIND DMVYYY DIONX DOHVINT DPNUNI

DNV

NHMNNN DY DMION DOHLIPT DOPNYN DY NYOVYND N SNONN IPNNNIY WHTN N
DXPNYNY YD DYTNIYN DIRNNNN .PNYND IND NXIONR NNMIND DY NI MMPNRN NNI9PINND
D02 NNOPIN OYYA DNIPNY DY ,TARD NPDHYI NPIAPN NNV MIOYN DIDOIN DOHVINT
NPOLYN MIOYNNY TIVA,PNYNN NMHIVIVORD NYNYP PN NPAVPNN MDOWNN NN DM
TPMSHYN NN PITID DINDNN NN DINAN DMIPNNA .DNSY DNPNYD MNIND 9N MNP PN

.12 NXINKY NYIL MIOX NNMND DY DNPNYN NININ PRYNN NMIVIVON SV

NITIN
MIANNN MNP NTNRO" MMINND DI VIVIRD IPNY NOY DD NN NNTIN
19N NVYOINN L (LINKS) 71091900
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