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Abstract

The current trends of self-creation of digital content and the options of
sharing content in online environments, lead to the development of Open
Educational Resources (OER). In 2013, the National Library of Israel (NLI)
joined this trend, and created an online repository of OER's. The aim of this
research was to explore educators' use of the digital OER, specifically the
primary sources from the NLI OER repository, in order to help teachers
implement Open Educational Resources in their teaching. This research
shows that there is a gap between teachers' perceived importance of
combining technology in education and the actual use in the field. Similar to
findings in the literature, educators face technological and pedagogical
barriers that make use of digital content a challenge. Nevertheless, this
current research shows high quality use of digital primary sources from the
NLI repository such as creating new content by combining resources from
different sources. Finally, this research indicates that teacher professional
development plays an important role in implementing use of OER and could
promote use of these educational resources from the NLI OER repository and
other similar repositories.

Keywords: Open educational Resources, learning object repositories,
primary sources, professional development.
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