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Technology-Enhanced Teacher Learning Community
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Abstract

Teachers are often required to engage in professional development (PD), due
to ambitious educational reforms hoping to make profound pedagogical
changes. Yet, most teachers implement superficial changes, while preserving
traditional pedagogy. Two factors that might hinder teachers’ PD are teacher
isolation and traditional PD programs. In this pilot research, an in-school
teacher PD program was designed, implemented and researched, aiming to
enhance teacher collaboration supported by technological tools. Throughout
the program, a team of high-school civil studies teachers actively participated
in transforming the team into a technology-enhanced learning community
based on objectives articulated by the community members. Qualitative
analysis was performed based on data from questionnaires, observations and
semi-structured interviews. Findings show a development in teacher
collaboration throughout the program, up to five months after its completion.
The teachers adapted a culture of frequent knowledge sharing through open
virtual channels, which triggered knowledge building in face to face
encounters. This research proposes an alternative teacher PD model where
teachers engage in collaborative learning within a technology-enhanced
learning community, centered on teachers' day-to-day needs.

Keywords: teacher professional development, collaborative learning,
technology-enhanced teacher learning community.
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NTNO IRNNA DPMNND OMPY DONND DPNY [, TPNNONN MINTON NN DINYN
NNIVNY ,721-N NN TIPNN NN NANNDY TPMINDT DIWPND 15N ) .(Horn, 2012)
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