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Student-Teacher Relationship in Distant Teaching
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Abstract

This paper reports on preliminary findings from a research that explores
teacher-student relationship in online classes. We interviewed four Israeli
teachers who teach both from distance (classes from the US) and face-to-face
(in Israel). The teachers chose one student from each type of class and were
asked about their relationships with these students. Findings suggest
interesting differences regarding the teachers' relationships with students
from both classes; it appears that the traditional class allows closer, warmer
relationship than in the distant class. As for the importance of teacher-student
relationship for both students' academic/emotional development and teacher's
professional development, and due to the expansion of online teaching,
insights from this study are very important.

Keywords: Distance teaching, online classes, student-teacher relationships.
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