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Abstract

This research took place in a middle school that implements a "paperless
classroom" policy. The purpose of the research was to examine the students'
reading and writing preferences in various contexts, in order to evaluate the
school's policy. A questionnaire was distributed among 366 students from 7th
to 9" grad students. Findings show that the students prefer to read short texts
and text-books from computer screens but they prefer reading long texts and
books on paper. Students prefer writing on a computer when writing essays,
doing homework and preparing graphs. However, they prefer to use
handwriting for free drawing, illustrations and solving questions in math.
Boys prefer to use computers for reading and writing more than girls, and
students that have learning difficulties prefer reading and writing from paper
more than students that report that learning for them is easy. These findings
indicate that there are differences in the preferences of students. Not all of the
students prefer reading and writing from computers, and preferences
depended upon the contexts. Therefore, the school should continue to
monitor these preferences over time, to verify that the "paperless classroom"
policy doesn't widen scholastic gaps between different student groups.
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