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Abstract

The modern world requires non-scientists to make science related decisions
concerning numerous technologies effecting quality of life. In many countries
the public's main source of information about science and technology is the
mass media. Unfortunately, in recent years we witness the collapse of
traditional journalism all over the world with science journalism being a
major casualty. One potential solution is to encourage scientists to write
about science to the public facilitating the public's main source of
information — the news media. The research question addressed in this
research is if published on the same platform, is there a difference in the
public's engagement with science items written by scientists and general
items written by the website’s organic reporters? By statistically comparing
quantitative parameters (klicks, share, likes etc.) of 32 science items written
by scientists and published in mako.co.il (Mako) news website with 32
corresponding items written by an organic Mako reporter, published on the
same channel and at the same time, we were able to say that there is no
significant difference in the public's engagement between the different items.
Based on our data it seems that public’s interactions with science-related
news are not significantly different from other news items, even when written
by scientists.
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