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Haifa 1761 - The Destruction of the Ancient City and the Establishment
of the New City — A New Approach

Pelet Bar Stav, Department of History, The Open University of Israel

'‘Ancient Haifa' was situated at the southern end of the Haifa Bay until 1761, when the city's ruler, Daher
al-Omar, destroyed it and built the ‘new Haifa', instead of it, at about two km east to its old location. The
new city was surrounded by a wall and guarded by a fortress. The common explanation for the reasons
behind this event is based on the need to improve the city's fortification. The article examines evidence
from the early 19th century on the structure of the wall and the fortress, which cast doubt on the ability of
these defenses to serve their declared purpose. The doubt intensifies in light of the defense alternatives
available to Daher if that was indeed his goal. The article examines the event, using theories from
the field of spatial turn as well as social theories and is based on evidence as well as prints from that
period. The article presents an alternative theory for explaining the event — not in order to improve the
city's fortification, but to convey a symbolic message of political, governmental, social and ideological
significance to the city's residents, to the Othman regime and to the foreign powers in the area. Key
Words: Haifa, ancient Haifa, Daher al-Omar, el-Burj, Spatial Turn.
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Barney Warf and Santa Arias (eds.), The Spatial Turn: Interdisciplinary Perspectives, Routledge, 4
2008, pp. 1-10.

DY PN TOM AT NAX DANLINI0DNN YW IVIXPN IN NNIVDNN DY NADIDN DA pIRn - 5
.2002

.2011 ;TRINAN YI2'PN ,'0ID-AIDINNN YTIN-XON DY NN — DIpni AN 0O 12N
.235 'y ,1998 2'aX-PN 512 ,pI0A 1TV :DAN ,NIRAIPINTM ,'DI'N DINMN' NN KON
.160-159 'ny ,2 NyN Y'Y ,NNR-|2 ywIn!



105 NYTINN N1'N2 — NYTNN 'V NMNpl Np'MyN 'Vl DN — 1761 n9'N

N1 TVO TIRITN 'D DY NNKN ,NINAN MY XIXNY 211 0rH01MIND NN .NI00NN 1pnn
MWL PNINID NN DX NANXATNIX'YNAN NN NIV NNHYNN N'ODHDNIDAN NAINTX
N'DIDIY'ONN NYBWIND 11D DAl N'0IAN ,NMT NADINTX NAOWN ,NNN-]2 YuIn' 'D Dy

10 58w YIN SW MMN X 'OITPR AIXT XIN MIYDY NANAL,N'001'0TIDN

MY LYND WP DIYWHNAN NIYONN MDD YW 0UYIAN DINN 1IN AN ,NMIP'AN 2N OX
WAT D'INN 0N ,'0INIPIT-IAN'D NITANN NAIDNN PON DN 1D DMD0 .NMIVDN DY VXX
NMINNN NX D'WYNN D'01DY [INIVD'N NX D'DYWINIE 2NN YW N''0P'I0N NHINN DY
|2 ,'22'0PMIDN NIFTN DY ININNA NN IWRATA IPT 921ITNE NN XN .90 NNV
DTND |22 NP "2 'Y WP INIX DX XM Y IX YO 1I9'0 ,2IND VDRV NIN DX

Im=avnn

NMNDB0 N2NAN 02 NI NTAY D [VION NNIN-12 Y INTMK NYTON 0T INNNI XY |"Myo
NINMNA [INVAN NN DX NYYN DTN DRI NP WD Dy 0D'DYN DWIR  NIVONN
12 prn MINENMIVPLDIN ,D'DIAINA D'NYI DY INTIN

D'N10N DMIPNALFTINY MI0D'N PN NKD NIX W'Y DNI'RD DA XOX 2NN P K2 N
MIYN ATV IR NTTNNN DNI2'WN .MM DI'N 120 NII0PUDINI DD DY TV IpNn
N2 NOYNY IXINNENIYY L NWTNN 1'VR NN [DENRPMVN NDN' [N .NIMITP NIDIPNN i
[ DNl DY QTR N'TITN NITY DN NBIPNNN D'PMVN DIODTNNI AT 'VAD NN ITY
NINNN NX D'2'NTN ,DAIM2N NNIPNRN K DNHOWN 009 TAN .TINY MI00WN TIVIN 1Ipn
NINSIANN NIARINTX NIMYNYN S Nyswn .ANIX D'NANE 0NN A2V NNDI00NN
W DNNNN NX QYR ITNTAY L[N PINNN 1T OV NN [NY NY2 NYNINN MI0pLUDIND
NIMNAN NIFADINTRI MNIVPOIIN NDNITT WINNANY DN2I2' DXYN ,NI00'N 1PN IDX D'0D TN

DNMINNND TYY NI'0YIDI

,D"2'0PMIN' DD DN NN ,OXIY! YIXR DY D'PMY D'0DTNY INIDN'MNA NIN-|2 YYIN!
D'2'27N1L,[ANN DY ANIND . NMN2NI N'WAY NIANIYA A2 NNIAA NN NN ON'D [N 0N
NIMIVD'NNNAM [2 DX PAYN 0D TAN BN NMIVNAYN [ARN YW INIDIVN 0N ,'D''0paID!
ANRN DY RADINTR (VO WVIXPA 'WIN VPN DMTAIN D'WATN 222 NIAIN DAl NI'0D'1'0'TID

VPN N12N NpI NILD'N IpNNA NNINN NL'WY DNNN2 'MO9PM NNIPNAN NIIMNX NN
QIP'MIL,LLIX APAN NIINN NTAN NIMN XN IX NN =X W YN NIET01HNIRTMN
NIARINTNN NIYOWNY WY NINMY MY TNWN H012 .07V'IRNA [N D2IND |0,0'001 NNIpR %N
D2IY'0N NYNANIENINYIY .1'DY MI00NN NINKN DX D021 MTAVN ['YIAN NN NINT L1011DY

.286 ,50-35 'ny ,1994 2'AN-YN [TV DY 22T AHDNY NN 070NN TV TIKITK 9
.176-171,166-160 My ,2 NN 2'VO ,ANR- A ywIn' 10

NO'DI2MIND,LI212VYNI112YN )N, NI2NN DY NNI00 NN IPNEDOMIPITIAR IPTO2ITANNINA NN 11
.262 'my ,2006 ,n11v1 ,NNINS5N

186 My ,2 "yn YWY nR-p vt 12
Yehoshua Ben-Arieh, Painting The Holy Land, Yad Izhak Ben-Zvi, Jerusalem 1997, pp. 277-278. 13
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.82-80 my ,ovw 15

Mary Eliza Rogers, ‘Causes of certain Differences in the Style of Domestic Architecture in Syria 16
and Palestine', inside The Art Journal, 65 (1880), p. 147.

Willyams Cooper, A Voyage up The Mediterranean in his Majesty's ship the Swiftsure, London, 17
1802, pp. 151-154.

Yehoshua Ben-Arieh, ibid, note 13, pp. 245-249. 18
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Hisham Khatib, Palestine and Egypt Under the Ottomans: Paintings, Books, Photographs, Maps 19
TOmM ,ANITOINIE DXIW'-YIN NDN NI0W pnX' D1 ,and Manuscripts, 1.B. Tauris, N.Y., 2003, pg. 211
152 'y ,1951 ,05wN* ,pON2
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Charles Wilson (ed.), Picturesque Palestine Sinai and Egypt, D. Appelton and Company, N.Y., Vol. 20
2, 1883, pg. 95.
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Yehoshua Ben-Arieh, ibid, note 13, pp. 210-211. 21
William M. Thomson, The Land and the Book, Vol. 2, Harper & Brothers, N.Y., ¢.1882, pp. 241-243. 22
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