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Watch the trailer 
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Meet the cast 
[credits] 

Season 1  

Nursery intrigues: Nestling 

rivalry or mutual reliance? 

Listen to the preview podcast 
[transcript] 

 

How come better-fed broods gain less 

weight at the nest? 
Asymmetric Contests at the Nest 

Behavioral Ecology and Sociobiology 66, 1237-1246, 2012 

 

 

The more the merrier, or…? 
The Blessing of Having Younger Nestmates:  

the Case of the Arabian Babbler 

Behavioral Ecology 27 (2), 393-400, 2016 

 

 

Season 3 

Dispersal dilemmas in coalitions:  

Queue to breed or venture to conquer? 

Listen to the preview podcast 

 

Stay or disperse?  

Well, that depends on what my siblings choose!  
Actual versus counterfactual fitness consequences 

 of dispersal decisions in a cooperative breeder 
Ethology, Ecology & Evolution 35, 408-423, 2023 

 

 

Why are females willing to tolerate more risk when 

they disperse... 
The disperser dilemma in cooperatively breeding birds  

Journal of Evolutionary Biology 36(10), 1539-1546, 2023 

 

… and end up dispersing younger, further, and in 

smaller coalitions? 
Sex-biased dispersal in the Arabian babbler 

Ibis, 2025 

 

 

Season 2  

For whom the sentinel calls? 

 

Listen to the preview podcast 
[transcript] 

 

Why do even lone floaters sentinel? 
Royal Society Open Science 4(2), 2017 

Are sentinels rewarded by their groupmates? 
Behavioral Ecology and Sociobiology 77, 125, 2023 

Does sentinel presence improve foraging? 
Behavioral Ecology 35(4), arae050, 2024 

Upon an alarm call – flee or join the brave front? 
Journal of Avian Biology 51, e02513, 2020 

Sentinel shifts - coordinated or self-regulated?  
Ethology 125 (2), 98-105, 2019 

Animal Behaviour 173, 81-92, 2021 

Are the reactions to alarm calls coordinated? 
Journal of Behavioral and Experimental Economics 91, 101661, 2021 

Theoretical Population Biology 155, 10-23, 2024 

 

 
 

 

Stephen Pruett Jones 

University of Chicago 
Jorge Peña 

Toulouse School of Economics 

 

Georg Nöldeke  
University of Basel 

Roger Mundry 

Georg-August-University, Göttingen 

Ruth Heller 

Tel Aviv University 

Season 4 

Agriculture as an ecological trap:  

How come luxury breeds misery? 

Listen to the preview podcast 

 

 

Coming soon! 
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