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Abstract

Mobile technology has become available to children from an early age and has advantages
as well as dangers. Educational programs and parental guidance on the informed use of the
internet, is based on the children understanding the internet. Previous research has shown
children have difficulties in understanding the technical complexity of the Internet which is
different from other technologies. Moreover, the social aspect of the internet, including
relationships and communications between physically distant people is complicated for
children to comprehend. The difficulties in understanding the complexities are age-related.

The use of the Internet begins at a very early age. The aim of the present study was to
initially investigate how children of the ages 8-11 years old understand the complexities of
the internet in social and technical aspects. In addition, the relationships between the
technical and social understanding and the background data such as age, gender, hours of use
per day, and parental restrictions on daily internet use, was examined.

Our findings show that children have a very difficult time understanding the technical and
social complexity of the Internet. This was observed in young children, as well as in youths
and teenagers. A significant correlation was found between age and the ability to perceive
the complexities. Age is also associated with the daily amount of time spent on the Internet.
Females had a better understanding of the social complexity of the Internet. We suggest
continuing research the understanding of the Internet complexities to establish educational
programs and parental guidance recommendations.

Keywords: Internet, Children ,Understanding the Internet.
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DIVPN2 MNP MDY 0'YN¥aANY (Chaudron et al., 2015; Mesch & Talmud, 2010) PN AWM NNINA
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MMY INHNN DYTHN 217 -9DI,7OWNND SWNINKY PN AN 1SN DX DDPY THMIN 1OV DXTHA
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