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Abstract

In the last several decades, social media has been used as a main communication channel and
a popular messaging and sharing platform among the public and among kindergarten
teachers. This study, first and unique in its exploration, examines kindergarten teachers
perceptions of their social media usage. This study defines and characterises this social media
phenomenon and examines the teachers self evaluation in this context. In order to estimate
and characterise the power of this phenomenon, this study uses research combining
quantitative and qualitative methodologies. Fifteen kindergarten teachers in three Ministry
of Education districts were interviewed within the qualitative part of the research, and 214
kindergarten teachers answered a quantitative questionnaire built specifically for the
research. The findings show that kindergarten teachers frequently use social media
throughout the day, and the platforms they use most often are WhatsApp and Facebook. As
for the contribution kindergarten teachers receive from social media, the study explores the
professional and social influence of the social media. The research finding also show that the
first factor of social media usage is the social contribution. These findings suggest that even
though kindergarten teachers often use social media, they have concern regarding it,
especially because of the exposure of their private lives and the implication for their
professional role.

Keywords: kindergarten teachers, social media, what up, facebook.
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