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Abstract

In the past few years, event based social networks that organize meetup events and lectures
in bars have become very popular. This study examines the phenomenon of meetup events
and lectures in bars and the reasons people are attracted to attend such events. The theory on
which this research relies is "Uses and Gratifications". The gratifications that arises from
attending such events were classified into five groups: cognitive, integrative, affective,
social- integrative, and escapist. The tool we used in this research was a questionnaire, which
was answered by 61 participants that have attended at least one meetup event or lecture in a
bar. This questionnaire contained statements that the participants had to rank on a 1-5 Likert
scale. The statements examine the gratifications participants gained by attending such events.
The questionnaire also includes, one open-ended question for the participants to answer
Findings indicates the main gratification that motivates people to participate in such events
is cognitive gratifications. The second most important factor that arises from the
questionnaire was the affective gratification. Analyzing the result of the statements we found
that the least important factor for attending such event was the social- integrative
gratification. Nevertheless analyzing the open ended question showed that a lot of the
answers referenced the social-integrative gratification and it was the second most mentioned
gratification. In conclusion, these events are an integral part of the range of existing learning
possibilities, both contributing and enhancing to the process of learning.

Keywords: Meetup, Uses and gratifications, Life-long learning, Non-formal learning, event
based social media.
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