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Abstract

This last decade has seen a growth in the development of educational technologies to enhance
teaching Hebrew as a second language (SL). One of these platforms is iTalam, taught in over
250 Jewish schools worldwide. The iTalam platform is used to personalize and differentiate
learning, thus encouraging students' motivation and improving the quality of learning. The
TPACK framework (Mishra & Koehler, 2006), which calls for effective integration of
pedagogy, content knowledge and technology, has been extensively researched and used in
teacher training. A recent model, ”The Five Discourses of Design” — 5DD (Warr, Mishra &
Scragg, 2019), offers a more holistic perspective on educational technology integration,
suggesting that educational design evolves from discourses occurring simultaneously on
different levels: Artifacts, Processes, Experiences, Systems and Culture. It goes beyond
TPACK, which emphasizes only the first three discourse layers, without addressing the
impact of systems and culture on education. The aim of this research is to identify the
opportunities and challenges of integrating the iTalam platform in teaching SL Hebrew, and
to understand the role of local culture in this process. The research will be conducted in three
major international Jewish communities in Eastern Europe, Western Europe and North
America. Ten teachers from each country will record their lesson plans and instructional
design considerations in a reflective journal, following each of five technology-integrated
lessons. The teachers will then be interviewed in order to obtain a deeper understanding of
their perspectives and practices. The data analysis will combine a thematic bottom-up
analysis and a content analysis based on TPACK and 5DD model, emphasizing the role of
culture in technology integration.

Keywords: Technology integration in Second language instruction, iTalam in teaching
Hebrew in diaspora, the role of culture in technology integration in schools, TPACK, The
Five Discourses of Design framework.
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