9907 7722 PMNTO NMNYTN SY NYNOND NN TN N9V DN DITPON Yoy1 D moean  ¥140

N9 99N 29PWH ONA D11IPAN DY D911 MDaN
9901 122 NINNTY MNIYTIN HY NYNLNS

MPMIN-272AN N 1P ©*9N
,NR TPRTPRD NYDINN NNININ NOIOININD
NNMINON NVXOIDNNND koren.iris@gmail.com

oritav65@gmail.com

Teachers' and Faculty's Perceptions of Integrating Escape Rooms in
Schools as Implementation of Innovative Pedagogy

Iris Koren Orit Avidov-Ungar
The Open University of Israel Academic Achva Academic College
koren.iris@gmail.com The Open University of Israel

oritav65@gmail.com

Abstract

The need for innovative teaching/learning strategies and new learning environments has
brought about the integration of escape rooms as a growing phenomenon in the innovative
pedagogy arena. It is well known that technological-pedagogical innovation, focused on
specific content and interests, and implemented by means of islands of innovation, usually
fails to expand and survive as an all-over innovation. This study focuses on teachers' and
faculty's perceptions of integrating escape rooms in schools, under the assumption that their
perceptions affect the success of the implementation. The study examines implementation
patterns and model characteristics concerning escape-room integration, in addition to
escape room contributions to developing and promoting 21% century skills among students,
and the factors hindering its implementation. The findings indicate 3 main models,
characterizing the implementation of escape rooms as innovative pedagogy by way of
islands of innovation, top-down and bottom-up. They also indicate that all faculty members
view escape rooms as promoting pedagogical innovation and development of students' 21st
century skills. However, the findings reveal obstacles to escape room implementation,
linked to organizational and teachers' inhibitions, and limitations deriving from the format
itself. The research findings offer a new theoretic perspective for the implementation of
escape rooms, distinguishing between promoting the innovation and implementing it. We
present the optimal way of implementation, by a method involving islands of innovation,
bottom-up-traditional-innovative, as a case study for the implementation of innovative
pedagogy in school.

Keywords: Escape Room, Islands of Innovation, Teacher Perceptions, Innovative
Pedagogy, faculty.
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