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Abstract

Following the spread of the Covid-19 Pandemic, schools in Israel were closed in March 2020
and a period of "distance learning" began. Because the Ministry of Education did not issue
binding guidelines on how to manage learning during this period, every teacher and
educational institution could choose their path. This unique situation made it possible to
examine the factors that influenced the adoption of synchronous technology by teachers, with
an emphasis on citizenship teachers, where synchronous meetings are necessary to achieve
the goals of teaching the subject, especially regarding having discussions with students.
According to the TAM2 model, the study examined the factors influencing teachers' attitudes
regarding the necessity of synchronous sessions, and found that previous experiences from
distance learning, perception of personal ability, understanding the importance of
synchronous sessions from the citizenship pedagogy point of view, and environmental
characteristics in the teacher's home are the main factors influencing the attitude. Following
the findings, it is recommended to expand teachers' exposure to quality online learning, to
place emphasis on training citizenship teachers on holding synchronous meetings and
conducting civil discussions online, and to explicitly address the environmental conditions
in which teachers operate and provide appropriate solutions.

Keywords: Education in emergencies, Distance learning, Synchronous learning, TAM?2,
Technology adoption, Civic studies.
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