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Abstract

The Covid-19 pandemic has increased the prevalence of distance learning platforms, a
prospering technology during the past two decades. The benefits of distance learning include
enriching knowledge for many people in a flexible manner regarding time and space,
eliminating travel and parking issues and reducing physical resources such as classrooms.
However, this learning method has disadvantages as well: lack of interaction between lecturer
and students as well as among the students, a necessity of high self-discipline and good
computer skills. These disadvantages are particularly significant for students with
disabilities. The rapid transition from frontal teaching to distance learning has forced many
lecturers and higher education institutions to make quick adjustments. The purpose of this
study was to examine whether as part of these adjustments, learning technologies for students
with disabilities were adopted. In the first phase of the study, introduced in this paper, nine
lecturers at a college in the north of Israel were interviewed. The analysis of the interviews
revealed that the lecturers adjusted the teaching methods, teaching contents and learning
technologies aimed for better distance learning, but at this stage very little disabilities-
oriented learning technologies were used. The next planned stage of the study will be
interviewing the same lecturers at the end of the next semester, after a re-organization period
and without the urgency that accompanied the previous semester. This study will hopefully
shed light on the usage and the importance of learning technologies for distance learning of
students with disabilities in higher education institutions during the pandemic.
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