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Abstract

During the first lockdown of Covid-19 pandemic the Israeli education system shifted all
educational activity to full time distant learning. In this study we examined how parents of
elementary school students coped with, and experienced their children's distant learning
during Covid-19 crisis in Israel. The study methodology was qualitative. Ten parents
participated in semi-structured interviews. The study results show that most of the parents
had a negative experience from their children's distant learning. According to the parents,
most of the time, the learning was ineffective if occurred at all. The main difficulties that
arose were the need for parental involvement in learning at both the technical and pedagogical
levels, and the lack of direct human contact between the children and the teaching staff as
well as with their classmates. Despite the negative experience most parents experienced, the
study showed that parents thought that having an education system in times of crisis is
important, and that there is a need for adjustments and improvements in the distant learning
system, in order to improve their experience.

Keywords: distance learning, parents experience, learning during crisis, elementary
education, Covid-19 pandemic.
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