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Abstract

This study examined teachers' and students' perceptions of distance learning during the
March 2020 Israeli lockdown due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 192 teachers and 159 students
from the Jerusalem education system answered questionnaires regarding their perceptions of
distance learning. Findings show that the most common activity that took place during this
period was synchronous lessons. Activities that may promote advanced skills - such as
independent search of databases and research tasks were less frequent. Teachers reported
development of student skills including independent learning. However, activities that
encouraged these skills were infrequent. The common difficulties in distance learning were
lack of student interaction and difficulty with student engagement. The common student
difficulty was the lack of contact with the teacher. About half of the teachers did not receive
training for distance learning, and most of them are interested in such training. Teachers also
reported that the teachers' community helped them overcome difficulties. Future research is
recommended to examine distance learning among additional populations, and the difference
between the first and second lockdown.

Keywords: Distance learning, Student's skills, Teacher training.
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