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Abstract

Studies indicated that the opportunity to learn about the "other" is less prevail in visual social
media such as Instagram, because videos in the feed are more affected from psychographic
characteristics of users and their browsing history and less from their geographic,
demographic and sociographic characteristics. In contrast, researchers claimed that the feed
of TikTok is more affected from the latter characteristics and therefore it can increase the
opportunity of users to learn about the "other". Therefore, this study compares the amount of
videos about the "other" in the aforementioned media, focusing on the Jewish-Arab divide in
Israel and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict as case studies. The study analyzed videos in
Instagram and TikTok accounts of 300 youth of Israeli-Jewish, Israeli-Arab and Palestinian
backgrounds during a random week on June 2021. The key results indicated that TikTok
included 2.5 times more videos about the "other" than Instagram. In contrast, Instagram
included 1.5 times more than TikTok videos about users from the in-group and those from
countries distant to Israel and Palestine such as the US, France and England. Yet TikTok
included relatively few responses to videos about the "other" compared to the ingroup and
distant countries. This study indicates TikTok's potential to redefine social media as a new
sphere for learning about the "other". While most social media platforms are highly
dependent upon the social structure of the user, and therefore may encourage filter bubbles
or echo chambers, TikTok's relatively open structure can more easily encourage learning and
interacting with the "other".

Keywords: TikTok, Instagram, Social Media, Jews-Arabs, Isracli-Palestinian Conflict.
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NN DTN NNID TN TNPHA ,PIVPIV PINNIT DY MDD NIY NN NI PN XY, NNT DY
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