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Abstract

This research examined the integration of a digital curriculum for the instruction of Hebrew as
a second language in the diaspora. We compared daily routine learning and emergency learning
in the Covid-19 pandemic, while focusing on instruction processes. Semi-structured interviews
were conducted through videoconferencing with 32 teachers from 3 Jewish communities in the
Diaspora (Eastern Europe, Western Europe and North America). The research found that in
Western Europe most of the instructional strategies were teacher centered, compared to North
America where the teachers used a wide range of strategies that enable different levels of
student independence and creativity. When teachers received effective training on technology
integration they were able to minimize the effect of technology barriers and maintain a high
level of technology integrated learning. Nevertheless, when transitioning to distance learning
teachers abandoned most student-centered strategies that encouraged independence and
cooperation. Although teachers had previous experience in using a wide variety of instructional
strategies when finding themselves in a place of challenge and difficulty, they reverted to
strategies which enabled them to have more control over the learning process. The research
mapped the differences between the different learning cultures and recommended a range of
improvements to be implemented in training and in the daily school routine such as varying the
use of student-centered learning strategies and emphasizing teacher support and training in
quality technology integration.

Keywords: Technology integration, Education Design Space, Distance Learning, Second
language Instruction, Hebrew Language Instruction in the Diaspora, Instruction, Learning
and Assessment processes.
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