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Abstract

Adapting to a changing reality poses professional challenges for teachers, but also provides
an opportunity for professional development and learning that is reflected in their identity.
Since identity is understood to be at the basis of decision-making, there is a need to learn
about the development of teacher identity and decision-making processes. The current study
was conducted in Israel during the period of distance learning and teaching at the outbreak
of the COVID-19 crisis, among biology coordinators from various high schools throughout
the country participating in the national VPLC community. The aim of the study was to
examine how the decision-making centers coordinated by the biology coordinators at the time
of the pandemic outbreak reflected the dimensions of their professional identity, and the
contribution of the community to the decision-making process. The results of the study, based
on content analysis of thel7 in-depth interviews, showed that identity dimensions are
expressed in the coordinators' decisions and that the community contributes to the decision-
making processes. These results emphasize the importance of cultivating the development of
professional identity as a crucial factor in decision-making processes, as well as of
strengthening the status of VPLC communities, both in terms of their significance to
professional decision-making processes, and as an online space for developing the
professional identity of teachers and coordinators.

Keywords: Professional Identity, Decision Making, Virtual Learning Professional
Community, COVID-19, Online Biology Teaching.
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