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Abstract

This study examined the contribution of perceptions of identity to the successful integration of educational
technologies among teachers of the Ultra-Orthodox community. Six Ultra-Orthodox teachers, two
pedagogical coordinators, and a director of a center for pedagogical innovation, participated in this study.
We conducted in -depth semi-structured interviews about the extent of participants’ use of educational
technologies during the COVID-19 period, as well as the challenges and success stories. Interviews were
analyzed using content analysis methods. The findings indicate that multiple levels of identity played a
significant role in the extent to which teachers integrated technology in their instruction. On the personal
level, teacher addressed their personal and professional identity, including their personal identification and
values, as a crucial determining factor. At the social level, teachers addressed students’ identity, and familial
values. They referred to the identity of the educational institutions in which they teach, and their attitudes
towards their own values. Last, they emphasized their need to acknowledge their school community’s
values, which may be different from their own set of beliefs. We found that teachers’ ability to endure
internal contradictions related to the use of technology alongside the values of Ultra-Orthodox community,
as well as their ability to set boundaries for the use of technology, supported effective integration of
technology in their instruction. The results emphasize the role of identity as a critical factor for integration
of educational technologies among teacher of the Ultra-Orthodox community, and the need to consider
aspects of identity and culture in teacher training processes.

Keywords: Identity, professional training, technology, implementation of technology, teaching in the ultra-
Orthodox sector.
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