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Abstract

Reading comprehension is a complex process in which readers construct a meaningful and
coherent mental representation of the text in memory, through the creation of semantic
associations between ideas from the text and prior knowledge. Several studies have shown
that a large vocabulary and good memory skills are important for this process, whereas the
role of attention was much less explored. The current study aimed to explore the role of
sustained attention in reading comprehension of digital texts by comparing the reading
comprehension of adult participants with and without ADHD. It also assessed the
contribution of sustained attention to the prediction of reading comprehension beyond
vocabulary, and memory. Participants with ADHD had poor sustained attention and they
understood texts worse than did participants without ADHD. In addition, sustained
attention was the only predictor of reading comprehension when analyzing the contribution
of vocabulary, memory, and sustained attention beyond group. These findings point to the
critical role of sustained attention in reading comprehension of digital texts and suggest
adjusting the texts to decrease their load on sustained attention. It also offers to
acknowledge the importance of sustained attention in instruction and intervention targeted
at improving reading comprehension skills.

Keywords: Reading comprehension, Sustained attention, ADHD, Digital texts,
Vocabulary, Memory.
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VOPLN DY OVITIMP IPVIN NN NIXY AXNPN 1Y 2ONN PYNN NN XIPIN MHIAN
0’217 DMIPIN .OTNP YT PIAY LOPLI NNPYT P2 OMOVIND DIVYP NN P HY PN
Y YPPON 1PN HVIND NN DY 132D PN DIINN AININ MDYN NN IWINTN
IO PTA ONONN IPNHNN .APMEYN DN IPN) DIV NXIPIN NN TUHRNNN VPN
UM NMINN NN P72 DMOVINT DXVDPL 1IN VP NYION XYY DY MPTIN OOPTI
INNNA .NIPIN TN 220 P DD NN DY NIMIND IXNYNA TYNNND AWpPHn DY
MNA 12N 0N TYNNN AVYP SWIP 7PN AVP NYISN DY MPTIAN OXPTAOY ININ IPNHN
N TYNNN WP 9012 .2UP NYI9N RIY MPTIN OXPT) TWRND DMOVINT DOVLOPYL NV
NI DM NN, TYNRNN VPR DY NMINN NPTIVO RIPIN NN DY PNdON NIINDN
DYODPY YW MHANA TWHNNN VPN DY 2IWNN YPPIN DY WaNn Apnnn .NXIAPY 9ayn
oY WAUND DMYY DMHIVINT DXVOPL DY DMY DXVIN TN PNID WM DMOVINT
DYOTINA TYNRNNN WP NN 2DV XNP IPNHN Q0N .ANIP TYHNNND AVPN MIANYND

YTVINTN YTIPA TNYN OINRN 1 0IYY YWY ATNRY MMV MNIYTN 9PNY AUY-NINYN DI 190
NMNINAN NVIOIDNIND : YT ,(DXINY) P27 'K, )IDP 1 PYIPON-NVY 1 ITD H PADI /N I ) INDD N WAY-PNIIIN T
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LAUP MYIDN XYY DY DINAND) D792 9190 12PN GN) XIPIN AN HY DPONNN
ANIPIN AN DOVPNNY

NI, 0970 AKX POVLIOT LOPY ,AVP NYION , TYHRNN WP ,NIPIN AN AN M)

Y592 MYPNNY DYDY RIPIN NN DVWPNNY DXINIAN) DXTD .ATNoY DYOIN NN NIPIN Man
TPHRNND W N2 NPNNPHN DX PTINDY XIPIN MIANY YV0INPN DYDIAN NN PAND WD 109 .WIN Y1
NNNPN 12V TONN NN KIPIN TN .XIPIN MIAN NN 9D 1NIVNY ,MAIVNN NN 0N IWND
TMX NIYPNI YHN NMYNYNRN P2 DMVIND DMIVP NI ,LDPVI DIWNNY DIVIVNND MIYIVN NP
Y)Y NNPON PIOND N IWANNY NYY 11D LOPLN DY HYVIN DTN NN NN T .NAYY OTIPN YD
12 O)PP5 0 ) VOPLN NN NRNP NTHOWI Hwnd (Ahmed et al., 2016) LOPLI YN ROV YN
20N DONY DN DY MYNWND NN PIND N9 NN, 4702077 )N NIV YN 5nvin N Snv
NN AN YNV IMPY DNUNY PYOND 7)1 NYD T NMIX DINWY NYTY ,5°NYin AR SNY 1MPY N0
)PV .DTIP YT IPIWHYNND NOWHY PNI9T V0PV DDMIN DY AN YNT N POIN .M YO TOM
™MAND D2WN YT NI ,DMDNN ININ MDYN IR DXYIHXTH MAIWNN NMMOM NP DY OOV
.(Braze et al. 2007; Peng & Goodrich, 2020) X930

LDNNYYN DY MNP DY ,DMI1IN ,DI0NN DMNY DOLDPLY DMYNY DMNINY YN N2
N DY DPDN NI DN ININ DR ,NINYN NINY) .0»OVINT DN DVDPLN 017 DMIPNI
NN N2 PNONN IPNRN .MADN NPNNPH NN INNPN RNIY IN IR DVDPY DY 50N KN NIND
92y0 ,TYNNN VP DY M 0) NYNT TPOVLIPT NNXNI DMPY DXODPL YV MIAN ONN NIRYN
TN P TNND ONYYN YT TAYD NOIDN NN GPYN TYNNN VP .NIT DN NN DY MDD
YPINMA MY DINHYD NV TYNPNN 2WpPa O»WP .(Tsal et al., 2005) TIY DY NYI1AP NNI DY NPV
Y0 HTIN MY LOPLA YNNIV YN DIV NXNPY DIND DY INMIP TONNI VP PP avp
NPONI MYPNND VLOPLVLN NX NI XY PAND NXNPY OIN NI OTVIN TTIN PPN IPRY HTIN N PPN
LODPLY MMNMYPY NIPON

DYVITIVD HIN DMIVY DMIVIPT DVOPL DY NIANA TYHNNN VPN PPN NN PT2 XNDNN IPNHN
»avpn WIPN (Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder — ADHD) 2awp ny1on RO DY NPVITIVD)
DY DXWIN ,NINT OY .(Stern & Shalev, 2013) TuNNN 2WPA XIN 2WP NYION DY DIWIN SN INPI NIN
VP NYI9N XYY DIVIND RNV PNIDT HYPI DNNIND DD INIX D) DYDY DORIND WP NYI19N
DD ININD NVWP OWIPN DN LID ORI XIPIN NN DIVPNH IWP NYI9N DY D¥PTI) DX P72 IpPNHn
STUNRNN WP NPIYY IN NNNIN NI1DT NDIDD ,0NMINN
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PN (DY) 35) DIINN NNNYI DOWNN .DNY 27 DY YINN 912 XIND MDD D¥pT) 108 191NNWN 9pNNna
NOY MPY SY IMPTY DOPTI .NNPPAN NP PN (DX 35) DXPTI) 58-1 MHINIIND VWP NYI19N DY
YAV SY NN DX NPT I NORY INDD MPTDM OOPTN D .OXTHNN INNIN INIP MPY INA
VP NYI9N DY OYPTN .(Zohar & Konfortes, 2010) NPVOPNINT WP NYIONY DINYPY DINIVINID

(6(105) = 6.37, p < .001) 2¥p NYI19n XYY DPTNN DINIVINID Y TN DM NN DY INPT
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™M92y2 OO 12 YW NNON MYNYNT NN PNIY WPIANN DOPTIN 1B NHLNL OO INN NI .1
.(Kavé et al., 2022) NMIVON 4 7NN

MNYIA 1DDND XY MNNN 12 OMYD WPIND MPTIM DXPTAN 13 NYVNI IKP NIV NIOT .2
APOPNY

OPTDN  ,MPT 12-5 Nowniv (CCPT; Tsal et al., 2005) TwnnNNN aWpn NDVNI .JVPNN VP .3
WPIAND DOPTLIN T INNK T NN MK .TONN HY DINY DIAXI NPIVNIN MNN NI MPTM
VAN DYTNN V127 . TONN DY DITX Y1 WY DY Y5 NN YPNR DY mMIAPNHN MPNN NNy
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DYTRN 127D 12N TONA 198 ,DNDORD PN DOPTIN )TN NNV D DTSN 30%-1 PI
DNVPNTHN DY MDY MNTY JPN NPV .NANNN YAT DY JPNN NV 7N TYNHNH WP TTIN .WIPY
,IDIDO .NNNYWNY NN NYVNI T TIIRD DXVP INWYIND DOPTIIN YV SVIP NOPYHY WNdIa
STYUNNN VP VP

DY VOPYL INIP DIPINMY (DD 426) D22 DY LOPL INIP DXPTND TXNND .NXIPIN NN NOVYH .4
DXOOPLN DY OSVIPN NN ,OXTPN IPNN 29D .AVWNNN TON DY INN VOPOVN (DD 417) INNN ARV
NNY2 WPIANN DOPTIN ,LOPVLN NN INIPY NN .1 (55) = -.33, p = .74, Cohen's d = .46 NIV NN
NNIPN DT T .NNPON NPON DY YT ,00PV YN NIX WIT MONWYN .AN MONY 7 DY
N5 MWD HINNY

790

NN YNID WPIANM IPNND NP I1207 INIVPONRN IRYVTI TIT WP DOPTIN PIINN YNIND IPNNN
INY CCPT-n NYVN NN OTIP YN DXPTIIN DI .NYT MNDN RIDY NLPY NDADI ,NNN DY MOV DI
NPORY DX INDD GIDIDY NI D¥DMNIN ININ MV NN WX DN PINN .NXIPIN AN PTIN NN
NMNY TYNRNNN AWPN NYVN VYNY ,Qualtrics NINAVLA MYNNNI 1IN MPVNN U .DIMVIION

.Pavlovia 90X MyNNNA N7 Psychopy 2001.1.4 (Peirce, 2009) n3oina

DMINSIN

t = 1.55, p = .124,) D2 AN MNIAPN P2 DT7IN PN KD L1 7900 1YV MR IVINRY 19D
DY DYPTN DY NANNN I TN (1= .65, p = 519, Cohen's d = .13) 98P NNV P13 N (Cohen's d = .30
DP 7230 DY NANNN AT YNNI (NP MOV JPN NPVD) INY NTIN N CCPT-N NHVNI WP NYIMN
WP ININ VP NYI9N DY DOPTN DO (¢ (105) = 2.21, p = .030, Cohen's d = .44) 2vp NyI19N NI
MPYAN NXIAPY IRNYN TYHNN WP DY NPNHYA

PYIN MY (¢ (105) = .79, p = 429, Cohen's d = .15) NMNAPN Y32 Y720 7PN N INNND
NY DY TV NIPIN MIAN NN ,DVOPLVN MY YV (t (105) = 1.34, p = .185, Cohen's d = .26)
NNIPN ANPY MINY .XIPIN NIANA MXIAPN P2 OMYNRYN 5TI0 DY WIANN MRIND TN DOVDPLN
aVP NYISN DY MPTIN OXPTD L (106) = .14, p = .889, Cohen's d = .03) M2APN >NV NNY N
t (106) = 2.05, p = .043,) 2Wp NYI9N XYY MPTND DOPTNN DV MNY DVOPLN NN 1IN
.(Cohen's d = .40

N¥IAPAY VP MYIDN DY DOPTIIN NP2 NPDVINPN MYVN PN NPVLDY YD .1 MY/NYav

NP
NP NP avp nyv9n
1PN NVY Y9N 1PN NVY YN
21.02 54.39 21.47 48.00 DD AN
15.75 66.67 16.20 64.67 298P MIVY NI
50.66 445.29 57.48 461.91 | mannn vt Hv 3PN Vo
15.54 88.22 17.33 81.71 3NIPIN MIAN

MN2IN MAWNN HINN .1
IOV DN DINN .2
MN2IN MAIWNN NN .3

I SV DN ININ YW IMNNY NRNWAL TYHRNND WP SW ONN 1MINN NN PTa PO M)
™MAN2 MMYNN 14.7% PA0N STIND TN MNP SNVWA XIPIN NN MWD 12019 I8P ANLY
TP NHD DN NANNN YT HW 1PRN MO (F (3, 97) = 5.57, p = .001, R2 adjusted = .12.) NI
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NNT MINWN NIMPN NPV DINNNNI DTN 7PN N (B = -.25, p = .011) XIPIN MANI NNVYN YV
.(Thompson et al., 2017 ; ©»NWNN 95 N2y VIF < 1.1 T710) NN Y095 wwn mdn X
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DXPTA) .OMPY DMOVIPT DXVDPL DY MIANY MNVN TYNNN AYPY NIYYNL 10NN IPNNN INNNDN
NIPIN TN IN WPNN ,TYNHNN AWPA PVP DY TR DPPN NI ITIPIN DM ININ OY MPTIN
NN PADN TYNNN VP ,q0NA TYNNN VP DY NPNY DY MV M IXINY MPTIN OXPTIIN
NN O ININD 12YN RIPIN NN MNYN

DT DSN NIPIN NN OMOYP DY WIANNY DNTIP DIPNA INNNDNI DIIMIN IPNNN ININNI
VP NYIAN OY DXMNIAN DIY NN DX OXPINMY (Stern & Shalev, 2013) 2Wp NYI190 DY DXHNIAND)
DN AYP NYI19N DY DOVITIVD VTN PIDNDY DI NIPIN NMANA DOYP .NIPIN MIANA DOVPNN
NYINV TI HY DOWIAND IPNNN INNNDN ,9002 .(Loe & Feldman, 2007) D»NTPR DPYP MNP DINYO
SV TVIAP TIDY NNT DY NPNRY NN INIP .XIPIN MIAND NPVAIP NN TYNRNN VP DY Nnvd
ST DY 1929 VOPLA YNNI NN P2 DIVYP NVPYY WIANY DIDY WP IPIN 1PN LOPLN
SVNMPY OOV PPYTN YHVIN

DYIPNMTY ,DNOY NNNN J9INT DXDITIN DOVDPLH INY NI MYIN) DIIYANI DNOVINT DOVOPYV
MNYN NPT ,Dund .oNYY MIANN DY YAYnD MYy DVDPL DY NNSNN MIMINAY ININ O
NIPIN MAN2 AVP NMIYIAN Oy DXHANNY YD D09V DVOPLI NI TN ,0MHVNT DVDPLI
IN NMINPOAY NPIDN ,OWND ,00IW NMNISN MNNN T PITAD 1IWN TYWNN IpNN2 .(Stern & Shalev, 2013)
AVP MYI9N DY DIVIN HEN DMHVIT DVDPL DY NIAN DY DOWAVN ,DXODPV-I1911 YIDOIY

NIPIN TN DY DMDVIMIP DTN TYANNN AWPN NN 21930 ¥ YITH MDD IPNNN MINNIN
NMION N2 TYNRNNN VPN YTIPAN NDY) TYHRNNN VPN YNIPAN NIIYN DY MDVNN NN MIYHYTNI
NIPIN NN DYPNND DXVITIVDD) DITID MIAIYNM NIWN
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