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Abstract

Distance learning is a form of teaching based on technology in which the students are
physically separated from the lecturers during their studies, and mainly refers to online
learning outside the classroom. This study’s aim was to check the preferences of higher
education students in Israel regarding the method of learning in academic institutions post-
COVID-19. The study examined the students’ general attitudes toward distance learning and
the effect of their personal background on their preferences towards distance learning during
COVID-19. The study sample included 222 students from higher education institutions in
Israel. This study used a questionnaire that included 30 items asking about: 1. Learning
effectiveness; 2. Learning experience; 3. Learning environment; 4. Communication with the
academic institution. The dependent variable in this study was the students’ preferences
towards learning methods post-COVID-19 — fully online, hybrid, or fully in class. The study's
findings showed a high correlation between the attitudes of the students towards each of the
aspects presented above and their preferences to continue learning online after the
COVID-19 pandemic and the removal of most of the associated restrictions. The findings
show students’ high preference for hybrid learning. From this study, it can be learned that
high scoring by the students in any of these four aspects increases their preference to continue
with hybrid learning that mainly includes online learning, and vice versa. Furthermore, this
study can help the Council for Higher Education and academic institutions across the country
formulate their decisions regarding the structure of academic studies in the future, and the
combination of hybrid learning.

Keywords: Higher education, students’ preferences, online learning, distance learning,
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