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Abstract

Podcasts are becoming more and more prevalent in recent years, they encompass many
different subjects, address a varied audience, and many of them contain educational or
instructional content. The following research will attempt to characterize the Hebrew-
speaking podcast-consumer population and examine whether different members of different
technological generations fulfill their cognitive needs using podcasts and if so — how. It will
also explore whether podcasts can be used as an informal learning tool and which
gratifications do they fulfill (according to the "Uses and gratifications" theory). In the
research, we asked our 1371 participants to fill out an online questionnaire. The findings
show that members of Generation Z perceive learning through podcasts in a more positive
way than that of "Gen X" and "Baby Boomers". We found it interesting that younger and
less educated participants found podcasts as better learning tools than other participants.
This research sheds new light on the characteristics and listening patterns of Hebrew-
speaking podcast listeners and shows that the medium is no longer limited to a specific
population but is consumed by the masses. Most importantly, this research highlights the
inert passion for learning in podcast listeners and the hidden opportunity that lies within
them as a part of instructional and educational processes.
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