v167 NS ONn HODIN YW

PVNTL NYIONA NN TIT NOTHIN NAY NN JY PIVNI DYDY
DIINIYY DIVYY 29Pa

(90019)
9N SO VOIN YA
19N MNDNDV NON N9IN MNHNHV NON
meitalam@hit.ac.il Ostershoval@gmail.com

Acquisition and Improvement of EFL SKkills through Viewing
Television Programs among Young Israelis

(poster)
Shoval Oster Meital Amzalag
Holon Institute of Technology Holon Institute of Technology
Ostershoval@gmail.com meitalam@hit.ac.il

Abstract

The importance of language acquisition and proficiency in English has been increasing over
the years. The existing technology nowadays enables one to learn different language skills in
addition to traditional learning. This research explores television programs in English as an
informal learning technique for Israeli English learners. The theoretical framework chosen
for this study is the uses & gratifications theory, which considers human media consumption
to satisfy current needs. The theory has been used in English learning from media platforms.

The research has been done by distributing an online questionnaire designed for people aged
18-30 who speak Hebrew as a first language. The results showed a statistically significant
relationship between informal learning and high-level language skills in English; the higher
the frequency of watching English TV programs, the higher the English language skills. In
addition, findings have shown significance in how TV programs are being managed, in the
aspect of subtitles and dubbing: the most instructive combination is if the audio language is
in English. The subtitles are in the learner's first language or English. Finally, the theory of
uses & gratifications did not reflect how media platforms are used in learning English. These
findings indicate the need to integrate English TV programs in formal and non-formal
learning institutes. This could increase learners' motivation levels and create experiential,
meaningful learning.
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