v165  vmwbn mnonoN P, Pra PINK YO

10790 HY NV INX HYINN D270
YTINN 91N D29¥) 2972 DTV DN NN IIANNDY MTNIY

(90019)
VMY N ININHN 22D 1913932 PN YLD
»P N99on »P NY9on »P NY9on
mshohat82@gmail.com Kobil18455@gmail.com maytalush@gmail.com

Ultra-Orthodox on the Net:
Attitudes and Characteristics of Digital Content Consumption among
Ultra-orthodox Youth

(poster)
Maytal Aharon Benjamin Kobi Elhyani Maly Shohat
Kaye College Kaye College Kaye College
maytalush@gmail.com Kobil 8455@gmail.com mshohat82@gmail.com

Abstract

The Jewish Ultra-Orthodox population makes up about 13% of Israel's citizens. In order to
promote their ties to society in general and employment in particular, it is important that
they obtain academic degrees which nowadays demand an intensive use of digital
technology and even hybrid learning (Cahaner, 2022).

Our study examines attitudes toward using the Internet and the manner of consumption
of digital content of young Ultra-Orthodox Jews.

60 Ultra-Orthodox high school students (grades 10-12) answered a questionnaire with
closed questions regarding the manner and type of digital content they and their community
members consume and their perception of the threat this exposure poses to their lifestyle.
The participants, all men, belong to three sectors: Ashkenazi Lithuanian Haredi, Sephardic
Haredi, and Chabad-Lubavitch Hasidic Jews; 20 from each sector.

Research findings show that all participants consumed digital content, although in a
controlled and limited manner. Major differences were found between the sectors
emphasizing the differences between the different Ultra-Orthodox communities.

Therefore, we must deal with each sector individually when planning strategies for
integration in higher education and employment. Our research presents an optimistic
picture showing that there is a certain openness to the Internet as well as access to devices
and content that may be utilized in the integration of Ultra-Orthodox Jews in the general
community. Nevertheless, more research is needed to fully understand the scope and nature
of the Internet use by this community.
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