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Abstract

Reading promotes learning across the lifespan. To comprehend texts and to enjoy reading,
readers must take the perspectives of the characters within the text. To do so, they often need
to set aside information that is available to them but not to the characters. The current study
examined whether 72 younger (aged 19-39) and 83 older (aged 60-80) Russian-Hebrew
bilinguals could ignore their own knowledge when interpreting the perspectives of characters
in texts. Texts appeared in both Russian and Hebrew. The findings show that all participants
struggled to detach their own knowledge when interpreting the perspectives of others,
indicating an egocentric bias. Interestingly, this bias appeared to increase with age, with
younger readers displaying a smaller bias than older readers. The language of the text did not
seem to affect the bias. Misinterpretations of a character's viewpoint might affect
comprehension of text as well as the pleasure of reading, potentially influencing reading
habits and learning. Digital texts may increase misinterpretation, as they often afford readers
less control over their reading experience relative to printed texts. Misinterpretation of
intentions can also impair the comprehension of text messages, impeding effective
communication. This research is based on Segal and Kavé (in press).
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DTPY M ANIPN NNIN TEY DOVOPL HY NIV NIAM ,DMNN TNN YO0 NTNOY DIDIN NN NINIP
DY MATIND NN NI NIPIN NN DY OWIVNY DNINN THX .NTNON NN 19V NP 93N
PPN PPN NYNNON 295 (Gardner & Smith, 1987) 1O21 NTIPID MO NN PANDY LOPLA NPINTN
YUNIVIN IDIND DITHXI DTIP NMIN ,DIINK DIVIN YW VAN NTIPID DYON»NN PNINYI ,(Epley et al., 2004)
NPT P22 12 PNTN NIX DXDXIYN NMIN DN INND ) INYN 20V INT . NNXY DY LINN NTIPIZY YD
DN NV NINRD YNT PPN PVMILIND PDPYD TN .NYNRIN NIIYND NPIN DIYNIN NP0
NNNPYI ,OUND .NMINTN DY VINN NTIPI DY MHAND YOS 19> NXNPN IN RNPN DY YN DIDNION
DN UMDY XY APNY NWY YN ,DINN DIPNI .2ISY NIN WITH PAN NN ,INID YIVINND NLHNY NYTY
VAN YT N YN ODYNND NNNN NI ,IPAN DX YNIND TI NOTN INNND NN NIANY NYTY IRNPN
TI9NY DNNHXR MKNPY DONNP NPT DY VIR NTIPIN NN AR PAND YT, IV . IXY AIND TN
YD DNNY HY YTNN DOYNNY DXNNN DN DIDNDN DMIPHNIY ,NMINTN DY YN PAD DNSY DNYY YN Pa
DMINTN DY VAN NTIPI NN PANY

DININ 1 D92 1N ,0N2 DY) DX27 DIANNI DINN DIVIN HY VIN MTIPI DINNIND NNINY N
DOVITIVD DMIPNHNN TN .DIINN DIYIN DY YT VIOV DIDIN DNWI DNNY DY YT DOYNNY DOVPNN
,MAN5NNA 0N 29w (Keysar, 1994) DIWIN %YW P2 MANINN INNY DYODPL INIP NPVITIVD)
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NYTO MIVAN NY NNMN XD 190,750 IN 1PAPN NNON MNND OX YT KD N0 NYINND DX IRIPY
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JUND 1D NINKBD NS DMWY INYDYNN DIPYNN .27 MIXIAP 19D DYTHN IMANND NN PN 1 1YV
MO WNNYM (p < .001) DNYY NMIAYNN NV MND DNYY TPDINN IR NPT ,(p = .001) MHaya
LNT DYDY .ONDY NPTNN NOWN NNMN N2 M0 L(p < .001) 7Y92¥3 GUNND MNP MINS OIYY
MNNHN O»YH DNYY NI 5TAN NP ND .(p <.001) 1I2YNN INY N2 DNOY HPOIINY INDT DIPIN
.(p = .086) MOVN >NV DNOVW VINMWN NN IN (p = .457) M2y DM
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F(1,142) = 1.042, 90 MNP 2 PN 9720 0N 89 L F (1, 142) =504, p = .622 , n* = .002 ,1>72y)
F(1,142)=26.097, ,npnay NN 90 125 DOPLN ND P TPIPRIVIND NN OY .p =309, 1? =.007
DYPYN IXN INY OP 7170 NVDPIDN NYTINN T NN NYTIND NPT PN PY p <.001, 9> =.155
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DRNN RN TN MAYN >NV 112Y NNIY ,0)VDPIDN DXODPLN NPTH NNNN DMIDN DXVOPLN NPT
TPIVINNND NPVNN 92 NMOHYN OY , N0 .- = .33, p <.001 ,¥wI1901 NN 122 DONNWHNN D2 P PRI
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AN NYTINNY YT ONYI MDD NYTIND DX WIS MIYNIN IN PYOINY 1579¥N D) 51 MNP OONNP
INIONN XY DN ,IMDI .DTPIDA NAND) RONY YT DNWI MVDPIDI NNMIN YD N IN XINWI 7D Mol
PLN AN ON TH2Y ,NDI NMINTN DY VAN NTIPI NN IVIY DNYI DHXY DYV YTNIN DHYNND
.92 NOYN DY NYTI NN ,MOVN YN NKXYT NNMON MPONNY G .TPIVINNN

A5V P IWPNN DM ,NPPN NN NOYN 2OV NN WX MANNYNN DXANNYNN DY NN TWIN
NYVNA P WX DY 9D HINHN WDPY DANNYNY ININY DMITIP DIPNNI DY NDDIAN N NNIN . NPPNN
{(Epley et al., 2004) NSVNN MIN>A2 N INDXN) AN WPYN DINKR DIWIN DY VAN MTIP) DY DIPY
NV NSHDY .ONN NN PN DNIPIN TN INDNN DIPYS SNONN IPNNL AN 20 NPOXN YN 0N 19D
INY DNMYN DN IMNY DTRN DY Y1 DAVNND DI PYSY ININY DHDTIP DIPNND ORNNDND DNXIN
DNOY YN DOYNNY AN IWPNN dNONN IPNNA DNPINY NNND 20 .(Horton & Spieler, 2007) D)0
.POVNN NN PN INODNN XD DM POMDY NN NINYWI D) ,07P YT° DY WWeInd D)) DNY DIVND ,DN8Y

NPT MONMNN PV .57 D32 ¥ DY NTNOY DIDIN RO PN XMYHYN TPIN W NNAIPD
MPTN NN PNODY ,ANIPN NININA )7 XIPIN NIANA 1N YNAY 215y VOPVLI NPINT DY VIR NTIPID
TV WY NP NN XIPIN MAN PAD VAN MTIPI NION P PN NN PNIAY T ,NNT DY .INAIPN
AN SMIYHYN P VOPVI NMNTN DY VAN NTIPIY MONMNN FVIPNY 1IN, TV NN GO 1PN
DYVOPL HY NNIPY DIWN ,DDITIN DVOPL JY NNMIPA TWUNND DMOHVINT DVOPL HYW NP
PPN NN 12D NYNT B NIYWN (Ackerman & Goldsmith, 2011) 7P MINS NN DOVINT
NN YI9ND MIND MYTIN XNPY M) ;00N NPNY MIYY MIND MYNHIN DY INAPY IRIN IPNHN
NYTIND MHANY Y0NS PR NN YN DN D) IMYI WY YN 95 NYTIND NN N 2AMD Y ANON
MAIND MYTIN DY PRV NNIYIN , MNP NNYPNL XNIYHRYH 23570 INNK NAIND NNYPN .NNSWIY
NP MDY DY WavwnD nYoy
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