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Abstract

The study examined GenAl usage patterns among first-year undergraduate students in the Faculty of
Instructional Technologies, focusing on a joint final project across three courses dealing with UI design and
web accessibility. A survey of 112 students was conducted at the end of the second semester of 2024.
ChatGPT emerged as the leading tool, followed by Gemini and Leonardo. Moderate to high usage of GenAl
tools was found primarily in the research phase (45.5%) and creation phase (51.5%), with lower usage in
the ideation (21.5%) and design specification phases (27.3%). Common uses included gaining inspiration
and creating content like personas, images, and illustrations. The number of prompts followed a U-shaped
pattern: starting high (7.1 prompts) in the ideation phase, dropping in middle phases (5.1 and 4.1), and
rising again in the creation phase (7.4). This pattern suggests a learning curve: initial trial and error,
followed by efficiency gains, and finally purposeful usage. Students' perceived value of the tools (range
from 1-5) increased consistently throughout the project phases, from 3.6 in the ideation phase to 4.7 in final
phases. We estimate that faculty guidelines influenced usage patterns, particularly in phases where specific
traditional resources were recommended. The research provides initial insights into GenAl integration in
academic learning, though findings should be considered preliminary due to the limited sample size and
specific study population.
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