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Abstract

Rapid advancements in Generative Artificial Intelligence (Gen-Al) create new opportunities for
learners to navigate academic reading and writing in a second language. At the same time, existing
research highlights pedagogical and ethical risks associated with Gen-Al use, including overreliance,
reduced independent language production, loss of authorial voice, and challenges to academic
integrity. While research on Gen-Al use among language learners is growing, the experiences of New
Immigrant Students remain underexplored, particularly in higher education contexts. This
exploratory qualitative study aims to examine how New Immigrant undergraduate students
experience and use Gen-Al tools in academic and everyday language practices. The study was
conducted with 15 New Immigrant undergraduate students in Israel and was based on semi-
structured interviews. The findings reveal a complex and ambivalent experience: Gen-Al, primarily
experienced as text-based chatbots, supports academic writing, reduces language anxiety, and
enhances students’ sense of linguistic confidence, while also raising concerns about overreliance,
loss of personal voice, output reliability, and academic integrity. The study contributes a context-
sensitive perspective on Gen-Al as a linguistic and emotional mediator in second-language
acquisition and highlights the need for pedagogical guidance and further research with broader and
more diverse student populations.
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