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Daniel J. Schroeter, ‘“Islamic Anti-Semitism” in Historical Discourse’, The American 49
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Terrorism of Islamic Fundamentalism’, Varieties of Antisemitism (above, n. 2), pp.
370-376; Jacob Lassner, ‘Can Arabs be Antisemites? Race, Prejudice, and Political
Culture in the Islamic Near East’, ibid., pp. 345-369, esp. p. 345: ‘For many Arabs,
elements of European antisemitism have become accepted wisdom about the Jews and
their faith’; Norman A. Stillman, ‘Anti-Judaism and Antisemitism in the Arab and
Islamic World Prior to 1948’, Antisemitism: A History (above, n. 23), pp. 212-221:
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New Dictionary of the History of Ideas, ed. Maryanne Cline Horowitz, 1-6, Detroit
2005; 1, pp. 103-105; idem et al.,, °‘Anti-Judaism/Antisemitism/Anti-Zionism’,
Encyclopedia of Jews in the Islamic World , 1-5, Leiden 2010; 1, pp. 221-240

Robert Wistrich, Muslim Anti-Semitism: A B3 W7 1173 'y ,(49 7737 Soyh) w52
Clear and Present Danger, New York 2002; Dina Porat, ‘The “New Anti-Semitism”
and the Middle East’, Islamophobia and Anti-Semitism, eds. Hillel Schenker and
David Feldman, X7 DX 7w°3? .Ziad Abu-Zayyad, Princeton, NJ 2006, pp. 38-40
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London 2018
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‘Discourses on Antisemitism and Islamophobia in Arab Media’, Antisemitism, Racism
and Islamophobia, eds. Christine Achinger and Robert Fine, New York 2017, pp.
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(40 YT ,27Y0) AN Pav Y sEastern Studies, 46, 5 (2010), pp. 677-697
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Gilbert Achcar, The Arabs and the Holocaust: The Arab— :D°X27 QP00 DX 09007
Israeli War of Narratives, New York 2009; Norman G. Finkelstein, Beyond Chutzpah:
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the Greco-Roman era as well as the Byzantine and medieval periods.
The next cluster of articles consists of five historical case studies
that concentrate on eighteenth-century Germany, interwar Poland and
twentieth-century America as well as two contributions that examine
developments in the United Kingdom. Focusing on the Holocaust and
its memory, the penultimate set of articles includes three essays from
a variety of perspectives. The final section comprises three articles
that respond more directly to Engel’s essay. The volume concludes
with a response by Engel to many of the criticisms and questions
raised by the different contributors to the volume.

Antisemitism has long led a double life as both a historical concept
and the topic of emotionally-charged public debates. As this and
related tensions between the academic and the public realms show
little sign of fading in the near future, scholars, students and other
readers are encouraged to use this volume as an opportunity to think
about and through these and associated questions regarding the study
of antisemitism and its implications for our histories, lives, and futures.
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advantages and disadvantages of comparing antisemitism with other
forms of prejudice and racism. In addition to these points, this article
also addresses the “new antisemitism” and the critical role that public
debates regarding the State of Israel, some of its policies, and, at
times, its very existence, play in the study of antisemitism. The turn
to current affairs is connected to the fifth and last point of contention:
disputes in both the scholarly and the political realms about whether
or not there is a particular strain of “Islamic antisemitism.”” Alongside
these key questions, this essay also discusses two additional issues
that weigh heavily upon the state of the field: the ongoing intersection
of, and interference between, contemporary political debates about
antisemitism and its academic study, and the range and depth of
emotions that scholarly research and debates regarding antisemitism
often evoke.

Taken together, these points underscore the extent to which the
current study of antisemitism is anything but academic. Repeatedly,
scholars, students, and observers of anti-Jewish prejudices and actions
find themselves at a strange, although certainly not unprecedented,
intersection of contemporary concerns and related pressures, on the
one hand, and the pursuit of knowledge, discovery and creativity, on
the other.

Divided into six different sections, the twenty-two contributions to
this volume address these and other issues from a variety of scholarly
and methodological perspectives. In addition to this essay, the
introductory section includes David Engel’s thought-provoking article
about the very uses and periodic abuses of the term “antisemitism.”
The Hebrew translation of Engel’s essay serves as the inspiration for
the present volume and the wide range of engaging responses that
it elicited. The next set of articles is made up of four chapters that
examine these and related questions from a range of theoretical and
methodological perspectives. Designed to re-evaluate the hypothesis
regarding the longue durée of antisemitism, the following group of
essays is composed of four contributions focusing on developments in

2 For a recent overview of these debates, see Daniel J. Schroeter, “‘Islamic Anti-
Semitism’ in Historical Discourse,” The American Historical Review, 123, 4 (2018),
pp- 1172-1189.
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ANTISEMITISM: ON THE DIALECTICAL RELATIONSHIP
BETWEEN A HISTORICAL CONCEPT
AND CONTEMPORARY DEBATES

by Scott Ury and Guy Miron

Can the term “antisemitism” accurately describe a wide array of
historical events and developments, ranging from relations between
Jews and Christians in late antiquity to religious disputations and
blood libels in the medieval and early modern periods to the advent of
modern political ideologies and movements that first opposed the Jews’
emancipation and, later, their very existence? What about post-World
War II phenomena including social prejudice and discrimination as
well as heated debates regarding the State of Israel? Can one concept
truly describe these and many other historical, political, psychological,
and sociological phenomena accurately? Or does the widespread use
of the term “antisemitism” ultimately render it an empty vessel,
leaving it open to manipulation and politicization? Lastly, how does
the underlying tension between the public discourse on antisemitism
and its role as the topic of scholarly research impact and shape this
particular field of study?

Designed to introduce readers to the current state of the field as
well as the different essays that together compose this special volume
of Zion, this article examines five main points of contention and two
important issues that are central to the study of antisemitism today.!
In addition to questions regarding the longue durée of antisemitism,
this essay also addresses the impact of the events of World War Il
and the Holocaust on the conceptualization and study of antisemitism.
Another key point raised in the article is the ostensible uniqueness of
antisemitism as well as accompanying discussions about the inherent

1 See also Jonathan Judaken, “Introduction,” The American Historical Review, 123,
4 (2018): 1122-1138.
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