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Web 2.0 in Primary Schools: Teacher Interpretations

Sarit Barzilai

Abstract

Yehudit Batat Orit Broza
Snunit Center, Hebrew University of Jerusalem

Two years ago the Snunit Center for the Advancement of Web-Based
Learning launched "Galim Communities", a collaborative online learning
environment that includes a suite of Web 2.0 tools that were translated into
Hebrew and customized to the needs of primary schools. The vision of
"Galim Communities" was to provide a platform for the creation of
collaborative knowledge building communities. This study examines the uses
of "Galim Communities" in primary schools, and focuses on the ways in
which teachers interpret the educational uses of Web 2.0 tools. The study
analyzes the activity of 562 online communities of primary school classes
throughout Israel. In addition, content analysis was used in order to
characterize tasks created by 32 teachers. The findings reveal a gap between
activity levels of students and teachers. Students adopted the communities
before the teachers did so, and only a small number of teachers were highly
active in the communities. Content analysis of the tasks created by the
teachers reveals a wide range of goals and uses of Web 2.0 tools. Teachers
used the tools in both "traditional" and "innovative" ways. It appears that
teachers begin by appropriating the collaborative tools for familiar and
routine uses, and only then gradually start exploring innovative uses such as
collaborative knowledge building activities.

Keywords: Web 2.0, social media, knowledge building, online communities,
primary school.
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