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Abstract

Frameworks for collaborating and for professional development for
professionals in education are critical. The social network seems to be
suitable for building such frameworks. Apparently, Social network seems to
facilitate professional development of teachers and teacher training as well. It
allows teachers and tutors to huddle around professional issues, to express
their own voice, to encourage them in dealing with daily issues and to enable
sharing of good advices within a non threatening environment (Zakari, 2010).
In light of this, Mofet institute chose the social network as a tool to cope with
the need for a professional framework for professionals in education.
Shluvim, The Mofet's professional network has been established upon the
social networking engine Elgg. Shluvim has started to operate on
27.10.2010. Its various tools are sewn to enable coping with educational
needs. Members and groups are equipped with easy to use blogs, to which
various kinds of files can be uploaded, a wiki like tool for building
cooperative knowledge, and more. A unique feature is a central blog, in
which the pedagogical manager of Shluvim raises issues in which members
of Shluvim may have concern, like trends appearing through Shluvim and
pedagogical issues.

Keywords: online education, social network, teachers, teacher training,
Mofet institute.
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