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Abstract

The main goals of this study were to examine if high school and middle
school teachers consider 'open content’, specifically Wikipedia, to be
educational material; the degree of their willingness to allow students to use
'open content' as material they can learn from and how they teach the students
to use and evaluate open content. Interviews were conducted with 51 high-
school teachers. Teachers are aware that their students use Wikipedia as a
source of information for writing their papers. The teachers themselves use
Wikipedia for a variety of purposes and most of them think that it is
acceptable to use Wikipedia for educational purposes. Teachers do not know
how to evaluate materials that originate from Wikipedia. They do not apply
structured methods in order to assess quality and reliability, and do not
educate the students in these processes. Our hope is that this study will help
increase awareness to the possibility of using 'open content' for educational
purposes in Isracl and will also emphasize the need for a structured
curriculum to teach how to evaluate traditional sources of information as well
as 'open content' as a source of information.

Keywords: Wikipedia, teachers, use, evaluation, information literacy, open
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NYMN DY .09 DY NPVITDNPI MVINR NND NIRNIND MOND IINYD MYIND 1Y NI NI
Dy DYPNDNN ,DINN SNDA YT MNPHRY NITMHN NN DY DYSN NTN D3NN VITVINN
MDY M0 PR ININKD YN MMPHRY MDOUPRIVIN THIORVIPT NYHY  NYIn T
DNNY DX YIRND OXTNRYNN .DMIVARND Web 2.0-M) DITOINRN NYIY NDIVA XNV NPNIIN
55521 MNY 12IND DON> NN ,IT MININND DIONMNND DXNNN TN NN NORYN ,NYTNN MNONND

20192 TP
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.(Cedergren, 2003; Johnson, Levine, Smith, & Stone, 2010) ¥TN1M 1D D) )N
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;PN NNANA DAPNNN

Wikipedia can be a great tool for learning and researching information. However, as
with all reference works, not everything in Wikipedia is accurate, comprehensive, or
unbiased.
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