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Abstract

The study explores peer assessed team competitions conducted in a college
setting. The activities were supported by a web-based environment for
designing and enacting collaborative online activities. Since peer assessed
team competitions are extremely effective in promoting learning yet are
rarely conducted in higher education the study aimed at disclosing students'
feelings about such potentially stressful circumstances. Peer grading were
highly correlated with the instructor's grades and students reported they
trusted their peer assessments regardless the rating received. The peer
assessed competitions were favorably accepted by most of the students who
claimed that it improved their performance. Moreover, students level of stress
was correlated with putting more efforts into the products and feeling that as
a result its' quality improved.

Keywords: team competition, higher education, computer supported
collaborative learning, peer assessment, students attitudes
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