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Abstract

Facebook has extensive effect on the social and cultural lives of young
people. This research examines and describes the patterns of use of Facebook
among teenagers aged 13-18 in Israel and the use of Facebook for education.
An online questionnaire was distributed to high school students from the
center of the country. About two classes from every age, from eighth to
twelfth grade were included, for a total of 267 students. The questionnaire
contains closed and open questions related to varied issues regarding the use
of Facebook. The extent of use was found very high and the patterns of use
were varied. Difference between genders and classes were found in several
issues regarding the adolescents' usage in Facebook. No signs of awareness
of youth about the dangers of Facebook are apparent, nevertheless, most of
them tend to protect their privacy in principle. They do not tend to approve
strangers to their friends on Facebook. Most of the teenagers do use
Facebook for learning. The main applications are to ask questions about
homework, test material, quizzes, etc. Also to inquire about system changes
or updates relating to school, as well as upload or read summaries or material
from their friends.
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