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Abstract

Research shows general growth in electronic textbooks market. The literature
presents some insights about the advantages of the digital book over the print.
These include low cost, easy carrying and aspects of usefulness for students
involved in complex learning assignments. Research indicates the advantages
of active reading in the digital textbook that allows highlighting, adding
links, sharing reading et cetera (McGowan, Stephens, & West, 2009).

Findings on the perceptions of electronic textbooks versus print textbook
indicate the following advantages for the digital: hyperlinks, vast amount of
data, non linear, self tailored, low cost, searching options, multimedia
components. On the other hand the advantages of the paper textbook were:
no device needed for reading, higher resolution, more readable, can be read
anywhere, no need for electricity or internet connection, no technology
problems, easy to take notes, no interruptions of social network or email.
Research indicates students overwhelmingly preference of the paper textbook
(Shepered, 2008; Vernon, 2006).

The case study to be described is of an attempt to integrate a digital textbook
while teaching History for the Bagrut exam in the 10™ grade last year. The
decision to try the use of a digital textbook was built upon teacher's
assumption of her students as digital natives that would adopt the new
medium with ease and would prefer it over the traditional medium. The low
cost was also taken as an incentive. It turned out to raise many difficulties
and students' resistance grew. The ease of use perception of the "Net
Generation" had been proven false.

Findings based on a survey given to the students at the beginning of this year
about their experience last year, show that students do not find advantages in
using the digital textbook. 93% of them prefer the print textbook. The use of
the digital was perceived as not comfortable, complicated, time consuming
and difficult.

Students' preference of the print textbook could be explained as a
combination of factors like the nature of habit, comfort, preference of
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traditional learning style over active inquiry based learning which is
perceived as time consuming and less efficient.

It seems that learning for the Bagrut exams is not encouraging innovative
teaching methods. The focus on content and not on developing information
literacy skills is an obstacle to students and teachers innovation acceptance.
This experience teaches a lesson about the problem of being an island of
innovation in a traditional teaching environment. Further more, teaching with
a digital textbook demands special preparation and changes in instruction.
There is a need for continuing training programs for teachers, in order to ease
the transition to digital textbooks.
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