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Abstract

This research focuses on the usage of school local repositories, the teachers'
communities, and the teacher's training. The research goal is to examine the
use of these repositories for enhancing teacher performance, and to assess
whether the assimilation of the local repositories increases teacher use and
teacher contribution. Forty-three participants from 3 schools took part in this
research. In the first school, a local repository was developed and assimilated
as part of the institutional and pedagogical culture. In the second school a
local repository was developed with no pedagogical assimilation, while in the
third school there was no local repository. It was found that most teachers use
a variety of repositories and mainly their local repository, since it allows
them to effectively use their school's information resources, and combines a
repository of experiences in their common language. Furthermore, the use of
a local repository provides the initial results for searching, sets internal
standards, leads to professional development of the staff, and allows for
institutional information management. Different levels of reusing learning
materials were found: Offline use-printing exams and worksheets, using
presentations; Online use-viewing videos and listening to music files;
Interactive online use—using computer applications, simulation and remix;
and Creative use-creation of adapted instruction processes using the
repository. Differences in the level of contribution were found among the 3
schools, while most teachers participated in ICT workshops and were
exposed to a variety of repositories.

Keywords: Learning material repository, Local repository, Learning Object,
Open Educational Resources (OER), Distance Learning.
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