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Abstract

One of the most challenging aspects of Art education is in helping students
develop the skill to analyze artwork. The Cognitive Apprenticeship
framework explains how novices can develop skills by learning from experts,
and suggests that the role of the instructor, as an expert, should transform
over time through three phases: modeling, coaching and fading-away. The
purpose of this research was to develop and examine an instructional-model,
which harnesses innovative technologies and local resources (an in-campus
museum), to support undergraduate-level Art students in developing the skill
to analyze artwork. An instructional-model was designed in which each of
four major topics was taught through a sequence of learning sessions
spanning over three learning environments (classroom, museum, home), with
technology supporting the flow of information between them. A case-study
approach was used to collect rich data from two full enactments of the course
in one semester, taught by one instructor to two cohorts of students. Findings
indicate that the instructor gradually decreased her own activity (modeling
and coaching), to enable students to become more active. We conclude that
the instructional model and the underlying technological infrastructure,
served as a key enabler for the instructor to provide students with
opportunities to practice their skills with her guidance, and eventually to
develop independence in analyzing artwork.

Keywords: Art education, Technology Supported Learning, Instructional
design, Instructional model.
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