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Abstract

The case described above refers to the integration of group blogs in an
information literacy introductory academic course in order to meet the added
value of documentation blogs for the students and the teacher in the course
and show preliminary insights from this experience.

Studies show that the research process documentation contributes to
significant learning. Since content is often in the center and less the learning
processes, here is a golden opportunity, for both the teacher and the student,
for developing awareness of their own teaching and learning.

Preliminary content analysis of the course blogs shows the existence of task
reported content beside experiential emotional content expressed in writing.

There are three different writing styles that can be identified from the task
content: The first is the reporting style (it was agreed, it was decided).
Second is writing in plural as a sign of the existence of a group orientation
(we decided, we met, we started). The third is a personal writing style (I was
glad to know, It is still not clear to me ...).

The blog Documentation includes insights and reflection carried out by
students (was very effective! I discovered that we are in the third stage of the
process...)

Beside the task content there is also social emotional content of self-
encouragement, referring to group consolidation and the deepening of
acquaintance among its members, as well as expressions of the emotional state.
For example, feelings of confusion and frustration, that are common in the
Information Seeking Process Pre-focus stage (Kuhulthau, 1999). Interesting to
note the use that students made of logos to express their feelings and mood
while writing (a sad logo or Smiley).

Using blogs as a reflective tool to document the research process, allows
shifting the focus from the content and the teacher, to the learning process
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and the learner (Wolf, 2010). Blogs allow students a high degree of
autonomy while simultaneously providing them with an opportunity to
interact with their peers (Williams & Jacobs, 2004).

Integrating reflection in learning is an integral part of good teaching and
shows the professionalism of the teacher. Reflective process enables learning
from experience and drawing conclusions allowing learners to be active
partners in building their own knowledge and insights. Students that get an
opportunity to learn this way are able to function more effectively in their
learning processes. Teachers, allowing this experience to their students are
better connected to the learners' cognitive and emotional state (Silberstein,
son — broke and Ziv, 1998).

Blogging has a significant contribution to improving learning and has
pedagogical importance for the teacher. Students blog content analysis allows
the teacher to draw important insights about their learning and progress. The
teacher can recognize specific needs that students have at some point in the
research process, or identify students who need encouragement to overcome
the challenges of the mission. This deepens the level of acquaintance between
the teacher and the student. The teacher learns to know the students better,
especially those who are shy, and whose voice is not heard in class. The blog
also allows students with initiatives and ideas, that did not express
themselves during the lesson in class, to share it through the blog (Ferdig &
Trammell, 2004).

Keywords: significant learning, reflective learning, learning blogs, group
blog, research process documentation.
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