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Abstract

A worldwide educational effort, supported by leaders of the scientific
community, aims to teach scientists effective science communication,
including honing the skill to discuss science with less professional jargon.
However, avoiding jargon is not trivial for scientists for several reasons, and
this demands special attention in teaching and evaluation. Despite this, no
standard measurement for the use of scientific jargon in speech has been
developed to date. Here we propose a computer-assisted method to assess the
use of scientific jargon in spoken texts, using freely available online corpora
(collections of texts) and freely downloadable software. Analyzed transcripts
included academic speech, scientific TEDTalks, and communication about
the discovery of a Higgs-like boson at CERN. Findings suggest that scientists
use less jargon in communication with a general audience than in
communication with peers, but not always less obscure jargon. These
findings may lay the groundwork for (self-)evaluating the use of jargon
through technology.

Keywords: media and science, science communication, media training,
jargon, interaction between experts and publics.

YN

TASD NIV L, TOYTRN NPIPN PN YT DY THMIN ,02Y-P2IN YN HYan
TN NNNPH NN IOV MY YYD, AN NN DY MDY PN DIYTN
NNNYH OMT ,INT DY INNPN PIVI YINWI VN TIN OOYTH DORYN DY
MMDNI NIWN2 MINT MONNN NYNT XM ,DIYTH NI NN NYp
VIDUN NOIYNY PAR TTA NMY DIV ,NINT GIN YTHN DNYPN ININD
TN LIHNVI VIO NAVMNA N9IYN NV NYNIN NI . NDTI YT N33
DN LYIVINL DXPNIT DIIIY NNM (DXDIVNP) DIVDPL IDVINT VDY
TN OINIING YT MRS PHTPN MY II90N INNN TN MNP TNND
DOPPONN NN OOI-INT PPPON NP KW nNvpm (TED) 7107 015
DIYI YT MN9 DOVARNYH DIYTH 1 N9 MNIN ORNHPNHD .CERN-2
MY PPN XY IR ,OMNY OY NNIYPN IWURND INT NP BY OMIYPIN
MWITI VIDOWN NDIWND TPIVN MIND DMYY IR DRINDND .ANY PN
NNY2 NNy NN MY Y901 YIHN NTYPND NAvonY mMona
NNIOVN

ANV NNMUPN DPVRYH LYTHN NNYPN ,NNYPN YTH AN MY
MDY DIN/IN P2 MMIPRIVIN

INDNOVN JTIYA 195N OIRN 12013 NIV NNV 9PNNY VY'Y DI 990
NNINAN NVIDIDNRD : NIV ,(DIINY) PR > J29P > 97X 31TV /D P30 /R PYIPIN-NIVY 1



V217 >28-0y72 NN, MY DX

NXIan
NN NN DY NYY NNVYPNN YDIAT NIY HY MDYNI NP INY 1IN 1OYTNRN NNIPN
NMORNND NNYPN NPNNPH NIRNND ODTN OIINN DIANWND N8P ,("YTHN NNYPNT 1oND)
DOYTHN NN NNIA XWYN2 MI90N NN P2 .(Nisbet & Scheufele, 2009) DMYTH 1P ToD
DNV >TD) DN PP ONPIATY XTI ,ANT DNPY DD DN TWRD SYTN 1NV YIDIWL VIYNHNY
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POND L, TONSPN DAY YINOWA DX NNY ,DNYTH MY NDNND NDOWN NN VI MYIDININ
nMINY DXLV DWIN 90N .(Lemke, 1990) y1n >WIND DNYY IMHdNN POHNIM ONIWININ
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NNYPN DY MNOXIM MNXDIT (DDD1N D910 VI MDD NV NN =) W YT Nnd (1)
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TN LYTN N300 Y L, INDNO0 PN OININNALINND MINIY NNPYIY XYNA THIHVIPD
N2W YTHN 2IVID MYV DINNDI DIDN INNXD VYN DI0IDNN NINYIN MNVID 1,200 Dyn .7
Maxy MBXNN DOWIN NYPDN D¥owvin oNVIYN (TED Conferences, LLC, 2012) ya7 by
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: 19907 YW VITVINRN INND YW

19129 977 (Incandela) NOTIPINR V) 9N T DY NNV ,TPOINN DY OOYTN DXIPND NV (1)
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29991 DINNPA IWUNND SYTNIN

: DYDIDNPN MW INYNN DIVT 29D NPINLP VNRNY DDNN NN DX NPYIN

NV MDD 110N — (metalloproteases DWND) Y THN DIVNPA P WY D (A)

LYY SYTHN ©INNPA INY NMAI NININKD MPTNA TR ,DXDINPN MWL WY D51 (B)
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,NTD) YHHON DIVNPA AN NMAY NDNINHD MPTNA TN ,DDIFNPN NV WNIY O (C)
,(honeycombs

,(whimsical 193) *5951 ©I9MP2A P WY DD (D)

.(osteocytes D) TN facebook ,infographics ,polytheism 1129) 9INXND GNI INSND) NOW 091N (E)
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IN¥DIY 09’0 NN (Dunning, 1993) 7M21vON NMIYOIL D50 NPT PA IRNYND DPN
(B1 mM0P-NN) 1YY MY 10 ,p < 0.05 17123 S THN DI9NPA AN DM MIPTNA
(B2 7 mvp-nn) XY — B 171M0P2 0930 INY)

YN (1) : VT NP NYITNN DINAN DNIPIVAIPN MWD TN NTHYY NN NdIAN ,010Y
MPTNI TN DIDIVNPN WA NN (2) N ,(A MINLP) 29991 DIVNPA NY TN MYTHN DIVNP
(B1 MANvp-nn) D»Y10 DMINNN 2992 PHANA N 11T

12T NP7 NMRN'T Y NRyEN v by

D210 NPNNTVIN PN .DAMNVT P N (BT IX A NPINVPI) )NV 1D 1NN YO )00

(7MY TITA 2AVIN NPINVPNIN NNN D2

NAVIN NPMYIN L(B1 MANLP) D050 DIDMPA NNX DYS MNAY NYAN NN oN (1)
S9990 DIvNMPD SYTHRN DIvNPA NYINN DY NMPINN oM S (10 ©Ya) OO
MTNNX : NPMPTNN ON> DY DTNN ITO DX NAPWN NONY DIVN NINL) DMINDN NOIPN
»Wa NYNNVW thermocline 190N ,.5wNY ;75 .(10%) DX99X N (105 Mnn L,(10") mwy (109
WA NYINN ,IDDON DIDNPA TWUND OYTHN DIVNPA 444 59 NDITY MNOWA TN ,DIDINNPN
5¥ 18N 199 99990 DIVNPA KRN SYTHRN DIVNPA (DXHY0 MNND 9 ,10%) AN YT 1T
TY QR WD ,INY TNV MINK O .log,(444) = 2.65 :0»nVW Dyn NN NDMNHN
DY DYN VYN DNVND

XN MY PN LA INVLP) XODIN DITNPA KDY SYTHN DITNPA P NRNNDI NV NDMD ON (2)

9 719) AN DTN OITO NWIDVA SYTNN 2DWN NNIDI NDMINY TINY NNIN 2PY WDV

Y2990 NMNVIN PN TN VYN NXINY DIVHN TN DT TIY I9YIN 2HWNI IWND (9ON
PMINSINY PI9 IND) IPNNA ONWYD NHMD Dapnnv

: VNN DX NNODN NXAN NNONN

frequencysciemiﬁc

10 10 (frequencygeneml > 0) Category Bl
Jargonness = Srequency ..,

3 (frequency,,,,, =0) Category A

NIRXIN
novl NINDY ' 'w |1'O JIYUKRA AW

OYVNNY DXIYIN 19DN) MTIVNN DIDNN MMIPN YW DN MTIVNN DIDMIN /AN 1YV D)
TAN 992 ,070)TN-NON 7PN 7NN MNY) INNNY DXVOPLN MXIAP P2 NNYN (MIN DD
D) NMANA O) ,ANN2 ITHN MTIVNN OINN NWY RN MMNTPRN DoNn1a .(p < 0.001
(1 n52v) NyIpPna

N'22182 D'VOV '90IX NYITWA (NIN'T) NIMIYN 0*'7'n "YYW .1 a7

WY 10 y1m 190 INIPN
(h9pa) (YN ANYUPN) | 29pa HNIYPN)

(o2ym
53,780 69,290 487,671 (tokens) *N5NNN DY MI9PN 190N
995 1,439 12,909 (2.65%) 4901) (tokens) MTIYN 099 NMPPN
(1.85%) (2.08%) (ONONNNN 92017 PNN HNNKY VONN
5,936 6,578 14,088 (types) *nNNN 091 NN 9901
663 841 3,636 VYN 19D7) (types) MTIVN DI9 NMIan
(11.17%) (12.79%) (25.81%) (ONYNNNN 19011 TINN HNN)

2PN 19N P 199 INDIL 2D 1} NXIIPN WRYIN D90 65 P
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MTIYNN DDXHN 2972 NPT DN NN HY NIMY NPT INSND) WPTVY D¥DYNnna
NNV ,(43.3%) NPINVT O NPIAN DY INMA DITHN MOWUN ,IPNTPND (1 9PN 2 NHYAV)
TO”2 MTIVNN DDNIN NPIANN 19.2%-9) Y11 TO72 MTIVNN DN NMIAND 37.5%-D
.(p <0.001 PRXTR-NON MXNNID JNIN) 7NNOY

n'on'a NINDY '9 7y (NN'T) NITIYN D'7'M NINAN NIA?9Na .2 a7av
D"%'721 D"'yTn (D'VO7V MANN) D'OINIFZA

1Y 10 119 10 MNTPN MNP DR MNAN )
,1P1) nNYUPN)  nMYpn) - wORIMUMTYN 3, 3
(n =663 SY1N a9pa 53 = g =
(n =841 093971 S - S s
(n=3571
15 (2.26%) 30 (3.57%) 184 Allergenicity, PN Dymnoenpa - A
(5.15%)  Postsynaptically ®s959n DI9NPa Y
155 347 1640 WD TINPA B - B
(23.38%)  (41.26%)  (45.93%) 9950 DI9MPa on
AT MNP N
YWD VNP AN
(57nvo)
112 285 1362 Ethanol, v 9pnama ypmn Bl
(16.89%) (33.89%) (38.14%) Photoreceptor AN AT MIPTNA
SWTNN DVNPA
43 (6.49%) 62 (7.37%) 278 Hallucinogen, NY DY MPTNA PN B2
(7.78%) Prerecorded LYTHRN ©I9NPA INY
PN XD TN
145 139 419 Hyperactive, N oyTmn vwMpa o) - C
(21.87%)  (16.53%)  (11.73%)  Decaffeinated 9990 DI9NPA BN
AN MPIPA 4N
9991 ©I9NPA N
245 208 667 Brunch, NY N 995N oampa - D
(36.95%)  (2473%)  (18.68%)  Choreography WM DIDNPA Y
103 117 661 Essentialistic, - Hhan ©9Npa Ny - E
(15.54%)  (13.91%)  (18.51%) Velociraptor IP1AN DIDNPA KD
127 315 1,546 19 Dsy11n 9972 5700
(19.2%) (37.5%) (43.3%)
433 409 1,364 Ny IONY D9NN YD o
(6531%)  (48.63%)  (38.20%) ©yy159 193971

@ pERC (Professional English Research Consortium) Corpus
® BNC (British National Corpus)
© Log-likelihood, p < 0.05.
.B1-) A N mvpa onn Jo @
.D-) C ,B2 nymvpa o»nn o ©
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B (n=3571) (v 2 MIYpn) nTpr B (n=841) yTan miwpn - (n=663) n1j7a

(nivmn o'ran '7'on %) ninbw

45% 40% 35% 30% 25% 20% 15% 10% 5% 0%

(A) *7'720 0191172 K7 X 'V TNRN 0191

NN NNTTNA,'YTAN 0197172 DA 77510 0197172 DA
(B1) 'vtnn 0191172 7naima

(B2) pnama X7 X ,'vTnn o191

NN NNTTNA,'YTAN 0191172 DAl 77510 0197172 D
(C) 9910 01917 znama

(D) 'vnn 0191172 X7 X 7700 0191172

I
B -5 A2 DT YT 0197172 DA Y79 019172 M

I

I

|

(E) oroionijznn TNX X2 IX¥NM XY

Ui, 0 CLLIE (UALLIL) TURNI T

n'on'a [NINDVY 'S 7y (NN'T) NITIYN D'7'N NINAN NR7onNa .1 K
[1212'T7? nIawna B1-1 A niMiavEa o' NiMan .01 oty (0'VOoL MANN) DOINIA
4y

[122'TA NI NIMNANY NIMIAN'T Y DRYPD WY Y
mMMANN INY YAVPIMNYVY PNANA (n = 1546) MHNTPNNN D¥DDNNI NVIN MY NN
M (Wilcoxon-Mann-Whitney (WMW) test, p < 0.001) (n = 315) 7yTn 7072 YNVIN MO0
YODIVLVD YTAN NN XD [, NINT DY .(7IPNNN MIYYN” NI (2) 9900 NIYYND NN YUNHY
(WMW test, (09p2n NXIP) 728y TO7Y 7YT0 TOZ2 NV MDMI NN HY NN

(2 9N) .ns)
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= Zamm. amaond Science camm. Cantral
scientists (n=1546) (n=31%) n=127

2 MIYpna o' niranYy (B1-1 A niMiavg) pad't ni'r'm niMan v niMnA'T .2 N
NI"IANYT YWKRN NI ANRA NMRY'T U (TN ,"Comm. among scientists”) nnyTn
.(vTn 1L ,"Science comm.") yTAn NMIYjzN1 D*7'NN
(Wilcoxon-Mann-Whitney Test, p < 0.001)

nx'n Ny

(NN 473,090 NYIPN 1572) OOYTHN DAINND DODNNI MININ NVOW DY NN NYNIA
PP°P5N MM XYNA DX D217 MY Y910 (NPI1AN 501,090 NPIPN 1,645) DORNNY NDON)
oMYA MTIVN DN NYIAN DY M) MWV DO O»YTHN 0Nnon .CERN-1 o»n-"m17
DPNN MV .(p < 0.01 2NXTNR-1T PXNNID NN ;2.59% NNMIYY 5.92%) DIXNOYN NDOND
DY (DXNXNMYN NN 77%-) ©INDA 82%) SYTN NI MTIVNN DIDIN NN 2 PN
DINNMYN NN AN NNAY NN PDVIN MDD NPIAN DY NMMNNVIN IV TN ,NNT
AWMW test, p < 0.05) D>1°00D2 TWNRND

j7Nnn ni7aan

NP2 DIPNIN PIY ,TPONY DNVLP DOIDNN 90N VIV APY NN IPNNN NN
SUNID DXNM POINY. NDT OXTYNND TV ODONN Tl 90N IPTDY DXADWNN IPND
INDIAY DD INKNI 19D .NMVNAD MNPY DX NPITRNRN NINKINN T8 ¥ DRTPRD DN N2
NN M MINYOWA DTN DINND 7PN NIVY 1OV, MNITPRD DPDNNA MPON 1D9mIM

PYTN VOPL MPNA DY YAVUND DMMIVYYY D17 DMIMANNDND NARYYNN NYXIND NOVIVN ,TIY) NNY
LY 9NN PNID) YTNI OOTIN DM YO¥2 DN MNPY IDNNY PNIVID MINIAN N
MY ND IR DNT MYAYN MY ONIY MY NPV NDPN NPNYN D) NVOWN TV

.(algorithms-y algorithm ,5wn5) N5HN NNMIN YW NMY NPLNY (vapour-) vapor ,NPNTD)
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nngoni I'T
AUND TIRTPR NNYPNLOYTH NV DY INY M) NYPW K¥DI ,MTIVNN D070 NN 17P2
TMYNIN NIYYNN NN WUNRDY 10 ,YTH0 NNIVPNa

TAN NIPN2 AN NN INNN IPNNNN NYAPNN ,)NVIN MM DY NMNTIN NN IWNA
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