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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to examine the use of photographs and assistive
technology for visual information processing, as motivating tools for
interpersonal communication of adolescents with Asperger's Syndrome aged
16 to 18 years, attending special education school.

Students with Asperger's Syndrome find it very difficult to create social and
interpersonal relationships, express their emotions, understand the feeling and
thoughts of others, and to interpret them into social codes.

Students with Asperger's Syndrome are visual learners, so it is important to
use a variety of visual tools to develop their communication skills and
expression.

Visual assistive technology, such as photographs, video clips, and visual
processing software (e.g. Picasa and movie maker), was used in this research
to enhance the students' communication skills.

The findings show that the use of the photographs and assistive technology
tools has indeed, motivated the students to create a dialog, and helps them to
share their memories and emotions, spontaneously.

However, the technology itself is insufficient to promote the students'
interactions; the need of teacher mediation is significant to encourage the
students' verbal interactions and communication.

Keywords: Asperger's syndrome, pervasive developmental disorder, assistive
technologies, communication, visual literacy.
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