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Abstract

This study examined the role of social interaction in online collaborative
learning in a learning community of teacher students who participated in a
distance learning course for the first time. The students who participated in
the "Diaspora mission" project studied in the online course and wrote blogs
about their satisfaction, support, connection and social interactions during the
course. They used various technological tools to create social presence in
their learning. Analysis of blogs and interviews conducted with the students
revealed that they experienced individual development as a result of the
online collaborative learning. Students indicated a sense of growth both in
social level and professional level. They mentioned the wonderful feeling of
active participation in the process of building a learning community. They
were able to share learning experiences, receive assistance with tasks and
educational projects, while using collaborative writing and synchronous
meetings.
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