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The Threat Posed by Transition to Online Courses
in Engineering College
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Abstract

The paper investigates difficulties involved in the integration of online
courses in academic colleges. Despite their prevalence in Israel and
worldwide there are still no online courses offered as part of the learning
process in many colleges. In order to identify the factors for this
phenomenon, a study was conducted to investigate the attitudes of 137
lecturers in an academic college concerning online courses. A questionnaire
was employed to examine attitudes in four areas: cognizance of the online
courses, willingness to teach these courses, influence of online courses on the
college’s reputation and teaching methods in online courses. The study
identified four sources of college instructors' reluctance to teach in these
courses: lack of knowledge concerning teaching methods, fear of a heavy
work burden, concern that students’ achievements might fall and impairment
of the college’s reputation. Since there is an aspiration to promote the
integration of online courses in academic colleges, it is recommended to open
an online pedagogy support center in these colleges, and to examine the
possibility of obliging students to take at least one compulsory online course
during their degree studies.

Keywords: online courses, colleges, online pedagogy, reticence to teach
online courses.
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DY0NP WNN OMNN NPUNRIL .20-N DINNN NDA DDA YNNI WNN OMPH DXONP
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